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tential for expansion and develop-
ment, regardless of the prevailing eco-
nomic environment.”   
   “John and Stephanie Harmon 
are  business owners who not only 
work in their businesses, but work on 
their business to improve it,” said 
Sean Ruless, President and CEO of 
the African American Chamber. “In 
the midst of this economy, Market 
Direct has been able to reposition 
themselves to grow. That takes a cer-
tain amount of tenacity and innovative 
strategy to pull off. That’s how they 
were chosen small business owners of 
the year.” 
 
Contact Market Direct at (513) 563-
4900 or www.marketdirectinc.com .  

   Market Direct, a marketing com-
munications services company 
owned by John and Stephanie 
Harmon, recently garnered two pres-
tigious regional business honors.  
   The Cincinnati-based company 
was recently named the 2010 Small 
Business of the Year by the Greater 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Afri-
can American Chamber of Com-
merce. And this promotional com-
pany was also honored as finalist for 
the South Central Ohio Minority 
Supplier Development Council 
(SCOMSDC) 2010 MBE Supplier of 
the Year award.  
   Their hard work from the begin-
ning of 2009 through 2010 – cutting 
costs, improving business processes 
to boost efficiency, and focusing 
more attention on the most lucrative 
aspects of their business – produced 
results. The husband and wife team 
achieved increased profitability, rec-
ognition by the regional business 
community and satisfaction of a job 
well done.  
   “We are very honored to be recog-
nized by both the African American 
Chamber and SCOMSDC,” said Mr. 
Harmon. “We felt we worked hard 
this year to streamline our company 
and make it more efficient, while 
continuing to provide high quality 
targeted marketing services to our 

customers. This is the first time 
we received public recognition for 
our company, and we were very 
gratified by the result.” 
   The criteria for the AAC award 
included embodying the spirit of 
the mission of the Chamber and 
excellence in business through: 
sound business strategies and 
practices; business growth and 
performance; employee benefits 
and programs; and community 
involvement. Market Direct was 
named Small Business of the 
Year in the one to five employees 
category. 
   The SCOMSDC Class 1 MBE 
Supplier of the Year Award, for 
which Market Direct was a final-
ist, “honors MBE suppliers that 
have exemplified their strong po-
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