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   When you think of talking long 

distance, you probably think of 

picking up your phone to make a 

connection with someone out of 

state, in another country, or may-

be even on another continent. 

   How about in space?  Wait.  

What? 

   While it’s not an everyday oc-

currence for the general public to 

converse with an astronaut, it cer-

tainly is not every day one makes 

a long-distance connection with a 

NASA astronaut in space orbiting 

the Earth.  But, that is exactly 

what happened on October 8th at 

iSPACE in Sharonville (OH)! 

   Using amateur radio communi-

cations, Amateur Radio on the 

International Space Station 

(ARISS), which inspires students 

worldwide to pursue interests and 

careers in science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM), 

provided iSPACE the opportunity 

to communicate with astronaut 

Kate Rubins, a crew member on-

board the International Space Sta-

tion (ISS). 

   “What a tremendous opportuni-

ty this was for iSPACE students!” 

tweeted @iSPACEcincy. 

   Not only did iSPACE students 

get to engage with astronaut Ru-

bins, but a LIVE stream allowed 

anyone in the world with internet 

access to also listen to the exchange.      

   For those attending at the facility, 

they also engaged in space themed 

activities before and after the space 

chat.  The event, FREE and open to 

the public to attend at the iSPACE 

facility, was an experience that did 

not disappoint – in-person or online! 

   After introductions, overviews, 

and ham radio basic etiquette re-

minders including end questions and 

replies with “over”, iSPACE stu-

dents stepped up to the mic and 

asked a variety of questions.  

For ten minutes while orbiting   

250 miles above Earth, astro-

naut Kate Rubins, one of six 

astronauts aboard the ISS, enter-

tained questions from an inquis-

itive iSPACE audience about 

her life in space.   

   “What’s been the most excit-

ing part of your mission so far?  

Over.” asked Joseph Flynn, age 

16, to get the Q&A started. 

Continued on Page 2 

 

A crowd of over 100 filled the iSPACE auditorium for historic oppor-
tunity to interact with NASA astrounaut Kate Rubins while she orbits 
Earth aboard the ISS.      (Photo crowd at iSPACE for contact with ISS | Twitter via @iSPACEcincy)                                                                                                          

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AboutGreaterCincinnaticom/376174516846
https://twitter.com/AGCinspires
http://www.aboutgreatercincinnati.com/contactus3.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AboutGreaterCincinnaticom/376174516846
http://twitter.com/AGCinspires


 

 

 

 
 

LIKE On Facebook                   FOLLOW On Twitter        
 

 

 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   ●   West Chester, Ohio   45069   ●   info@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  
 

  Copyright  ©  2008-2015 AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   All rights reserved. 

   “What’s your favorite part of 

the day?  Over.” asked 14-year-

old Chris Brault, an amateur radio 

operator that helped with the 

event and has been with iSPACE 

since first grade. 

   “I know you use animals in re-

search.” said 6-year-old Sarah 

McAllister, the youngest of those 

asking questions.  “How many 

animals do you have in space 

right now and how do you take 

care of them?  Over.” she asks. 

   “… If you have ever had a 

space headache,” asked Rishika 

Jeyaprakash,  age 10, “what did it 

feel like during and after?  Over. “ 

   In total, students asked 18 in-

sightful questions that astronaut 

Rubins enthusiastically answered 

while traveling at a speed of 

17,500 mph above Earth in space.  

Despite a time or two when the 

communications were disrupted 

with static or broke-up, the con-

nection to space was clear as talk-

ing over the phone with your 

neighbor next door.  Cool, huh? 

   Believed to be the first time there 

has been contact with the ISS from 

Greater Cincinnati, the historic, ten 

minute communication with the 

ISS, culmination of a 10-month 

project that included related 

iSPACE summer camps, amateur 

radio demonstrations in addition to 

technical preparations and plan-

ning, was a collaborative effort 
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Local Amateur Radio Connects with Astronaut in Space (cont’d) 

that extended across two conti-

nents.   

   iSPACE, a Cincinnati based 

non-profit STEM Learning Place 

organization offering outstand-

ing programs for students, edu-

cators, families and corporations 

in the Greater Cincinnati Region, 

hosted the event where a crowd 

of over 100 gathered in the 

iSPACE auditorium for an event 

of a lifetime.  A telebridge or 

virtual meeting room relayed 

from the IK1SLD Telebridge 

Ground Station situated in 

Casale Monferrato North West 

in Italy, the Italian ground sta-

tion’s 50th official contact with 

the ISS, established the amateur 

radio link between iSPACE and 

the ISS.  Voice communications 

between iSPACE and astronaut 

Rubins was patched over regular 

telephone lines. 

   iSPACE worked with the West 

Chester Amateur Radio Associa-

tion (WCARA) at Voice of 

America Museum of Broadcast-

ing to make this exciting connec-

tion happen. 

   This dream connection began a 

year ago when Jocelyn Brault, a 

local amateur radio operator 

with WCARA and whose sons 

are active with iSPACE, made 

iSPACE aware of the ARISS 

program providing students 

worldwide the experience and 

Continued on Page 3 

 

 
 

 

 
 

On October 8th, IK1SLD Telebridge Ground Station in Casale Monferra-
to in Italy, established the amateur radio link between iSPACE and the 
ISS                 (Photo IK1SLD Telebridge Ground Station 50th contact with ISS | Claudio Ariotti via Youtube) 
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excitement of talking directly 

with crew members of the Inter-

national Space Station and of-

fered his assistance to make it 

happen.  After 10 months of 

planning and preparation, the 

dream became reality. 

   “... great program…” shared 

Brault, who envisions a te-

lebridge ground station at the 

Voice of America Museum of 

Broadcasting that local schools 

and the community can access to 

enable more local contact with 

the ISS via ARISS.  

   This may have been Greater 

Cincinnati’s first contact with an 

astronaut while in space, but 

hopefully, not the last time since 

ARISS seeks to offer this oppor-

tunity for the “school community 

(students, teachers, families and 

community members) to become 

more aware of the substantial 

benefits of human spaceflight 

and the exploration and discov-

ery that occur on spaceflight 

journeys”. 
 

Learn more: 

ARISS website 
 

iSPACE astronaut Rubin event 

video posted on Youtube  
 

West Chester Amateur Radio 

Association (WCARA) website 
 

iSPACE website 

   

Got a comment on this article, 

tell us.  
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Local Amateur Radio Connects with Astronaut in Space (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact was made with the ISS and students given the opportunity to 

speak with and ask questions of astronaut Kate Rubins while in space.  

Mission accomplished iSPACE, ARISS, and astronaut Rubins!                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                     

(File photos of ISS, astronaut Kate Rubins | nasa.gov) 

(Photo of future astronaut asking astronaut Kate Rubins questions |  iSPACE) 
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