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Character Awards event on April 11, 
2011.  Both the honoree orientation 
and the awards event will be held at 
The School for the Creative and Per-
forming Arts.  The YMCA Character 
Awards event will be hosted by Bob 
Herzog, Local12 WKRC-TV. 
   The Y’s vision is “committed to 
nurturing the potential in kids, pro-
moting healthy living, and fostering a 
sense of social responsibility in all 
that we do”.  Said Desatnik, “We defi-
nitely encourage everybody to nomi-
nate somebody.  We all know an out-
standing teen who in their own per-
sonal way is contributing.   And, let’s 
all be a part of this in uplifting these 
wonderful examples of caring, re-
spect, responsibility, and honesty.”  
Celebrate our youth.  Tell their story. 
   To nominate a teen, visit http://
myy.org/our-ys/branches/
community-services/form or call the 
Community Services YMCA at 513-
961-3200.  

    Too often, the accounts of youth 
making positive impacts on society 
go untold.  Since 1995, the Greater 
Cincinnati YMCA, one of the area’s 
largest nonprofits focused on engag-
ing individuals and families in youth 
development, healthy living and so-
cial responsibility, has put a spotlight 
on these youth’s selfless giving and 
celebrated teens who have shown 
“values vital to strengthening the 
foundations of our community”.  
Over 500 teens have been recognized 
locally for their embodiment of the 
character values caring, honesty, re-
sponsibility, and respect.  
   This year, the tradition of the Y 
honoring teens for actively demon-
strating social responsibility contin-
ues.  “We’re looking to honor and 
uplift these teens who are really 
amazing examples of caring, respect, 
responsibility, and honesty.” says 
Lisa Desatnik, spokesperson for the 
YMCA of Greater Cincinnati.  “They 
are inspirations to all of us.” 
   Through January 15, 2011, the 
YMCA of Greater Cincinnati is ac-
cepting nominations for the 2011 
YMCA Character Awards.   Every-
one - teachers, counselors, coaches, 
neighbors, family and friends – are 
encouraged to submit a nominee for 
consideration. 
   YMCA Character Award nominees 
must be between 12 and 18 years of 
age; be enrolled in an elementary, 
junior or senior high school; and re-
side within the Greater Cincinnati tri-
state area.   Honorees will be se-
lected by a Y volunteer selection 

committee. 
  In April 2011, the YMCA Char-
acter Awards will be presented to 
forty local teens who, through 
volunteerism, mentoring, advo-
cacy, leadership and selfless giv-
ing are making a positive differ-
ence in the world around them.  
   Awardees are diverse in their 
social responsibility contributions 
and are representative of schools 
across Greater Cincinnati.  “I al-
ways try to be a good role model 
for my brother and other little 
kids. It’s important because I 
know they will learn by watching 
me and listening to what I say. 
One day they will grow up and it 
will make me happy to see them 
become something greater than 
what I become.” said Stephen 
Akanbi, who at age 12 received a 
2008 YMCA Character Award.  
    Nominees must participate in 
the honoree orientation event 
March 14, 2011, and the YMCA 
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The YMCA of 
Greater Cincinnati 
Character Awards 
have been presented 
to over 500 teens 
since 1995.  Forty 
youth, age 12-18, 
will be recognized on 
April 11, 2011 for 
their self-less giving 
and embodiment of 
the character values 
caring, honesty, re-
sponsibility, and 
respect.  


