
1974, a total of more than $7.7 
million has been raised for 
charity.  In 2007, a record 
$486,459 was presented to 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center, the Charles M. Barrett 
Cancer Center, and the Cincin-
nati Recreation Commission.  
Since 1974, Children’s Hospi-
tal has received over $7 million 
from tournament proceeds.  
And in 2008, the charitable 
mission continues as great ten-
nis in an intimate setting com- 
                              (cont’d on page 2) 

“This is tennis heaven!”, said Brenda 
of Madison, Wisconsin, who was 
among the throngs of tennis fans at 
the 2008 Western & Southern Finan-
cial Group (W&SFG) Masters.   That 
sentiment was heard among the 
many attending the tournament held 
at the Lindner Family Tennis Center 
in Mason, Ohio, July 26 - August 3, 
2008.  The tournament, the second 
highest attended summer tennis 
event in the U.S., behind the US 
Open, is considered by many to be a 
warm up for the US Open held in 
New York and the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, China.   

 

The Western & Southern Financial 
Group Masters featured the top 56 
men’s players in the world.    While 
fans were disappointed that favorites 
Roger Federer and James Blake   
didn’t advance past the third round 
and Andy Roddick pulled out due to 
an injury, great tennis was still to be 
had.  Right here in Mason, Ohio, 
tennis fans, from around the country 
and the world, gathered and were in 
awe of the tennis skills and prowess 

shown by modern day tennis 
greats including Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal, James Blake, 
and Novak Djokovic.  During 
the week, fans were able to 
catch a glimpse of up and com-
ing tennis stars, watch the pros 
in practice, and sometimes in-
teract with the pros on the ten-
nis grounds.  In the end, fans 
witnessed Andy Murray win-
ning the 2008 tournament - his 
first ATP Masters Series title 
and the first British player to 
win the Cincinnati title.  In 
addition, crowd favorites, the 
Bryan brothers (Mike and Bob) 
took home the men’s 2008 ten-
nis doubles title - their second 
doubles title captured in Cin-
cinnati. 

 

But the tournament goes be-
yond watching great tennis.  It 
is also tennis for charity.  Pro-
ceeds from the tournament 
benefit Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center and 
other local charities.  Since 
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The Western & Southern Financial Group (W&SFG) Masters, 
a charter member of the Olympus US Open Series, was held 
at the Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio, July 26 – 
August 3, 2008.  The Olympus US Open bus was on hand for 
the W&SFG Masters.  Photo by David A. McCaskill. 

 
(photos left to right)  The Cincinnati tradition of world class tennis continued with the 2008 Western & Southern Financial Group Masters played at the Lindner 
Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio.  Throughout the week long tournament, fans got a chance to see tennis pros in action including Roger Federer, Rafael 
Nadal, James Blake, and Novak Djokovic.  Photos by Rita Payne (Federer), Eric M. Spohn (Nadal/Blake), and Bob Payne (Djokovic). 



bined with a charitable outreach is 
a recipe that keeps fans coming 
back year after year.    
 

When asked “What was most 
memorable about the 2008 tourna-
ment?”, some indicated it was 
when Rafael Nadal won his quar-
terfinal match to take the  No. 1 
ranking from Roger Federer (who 
by the way had held the No. 1 
ranking for a record consecutive 
235 weeks since February 2 2004;  
talk about impressive!!).  Others 
said that it was the atmosphere of 
friendly fans and watching world 
class tennis.  Said Beverly, from 
Westerville, Ohio who has been 
attending the tournament for the 

past fifteen years, “It’s nice to 
have something of this caliber – 
a Masters series [tennis] -  in the 
Midwest.”  But whatever the 
moment or reason, one thing for 
sure is whenever the Western & 
Southern Financial Group Mas-
ters comes to the Lindner Fam-
ily Tennis Center, “tennis in 
middle America doesn’t get any 
better”.     
 

Just think, world class tennis is 
happening right here in Greater 
Cincinnati….in Mason, Ohio!   
Just ask Jean Wanninger, an 
avid tennis fan who lives in 
Greater Cincinnati and who has 
been coming to the tournament 
for the past twenty-four years.  
Jean said, “Fantastic event…”.   
While it has had varied names 
and was played in different local 
venues, the Cincinnati tourna-
ment and tennis tradition dates 
back to 1899.  It is the oldest 
tournament in the nation that is 
still played in its original city 
where it began.  Tennis greats 
including Arthur Ashe, Jimmy 
Connors, John McEnroe, Pete 
Sampras, and Andre Agassi 
have played here.  
  

The tournament is still going 
strong.  Recently, the United 
States Tennis Association 
(USTA) announced its purchase 
of a majority stake in the 
W&SFG Masters.  In addition, a 
major, multi-million dollar up-
grade is planned for the tennis 
facility starting in 2009.  Plans 
are underway to add a premier 
women’s tennis event to make 
the Western & Southern Finan-
cial Group Masters and Womens 
Open one of the three major 

combined men’s and women’s tennis 
events outside of the US Open.   
 

So, great tennis with a worldwide at-
traction and charitable mission is hap-
pening right here in our backyard and 
will continue for the foreseeable future.  
Hats off to tournament chairman Paul 
Flory, tournament director Bruce Flory, 
tournament staff, the 1,300 volunteers, 
the players, and all who attended or had 
some involvement in making the 2008 
tournament a lot of fun to watch and be 
a part of.   Janice Kleiner, a resident of 
Greater Cincinnati area and a series 
ticket holder for the past eleven years, 
said “I just think it [the Western & 
Southern Financial Group Masters] is 
handled so well.  Everyone is treated so 
well.  The volunteers do an awesome 
job.  The tournament people run it so 
well.  Just everything about it is great!”     
 

To learn more about the Western & 
Southern Financial Group Masters and 
Womens Open, visit 
www.cincytennis.com . 
 

Have comments about  this article or 
other story ideas?  Email your thoughts to 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com . 
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Avid tennis fans including Janice and Lenny Kleiner were on 
hand to see world class tennis at the 2008 Western & 
Southern Financial Group Masters played at the Lindner 
Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio.  Said Janice, “…Just 
everything about it [the tournament] is great”.  Photo by 
Brenda C. McCaskill. 
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Andy Murray of Britain won the 2008 
W&SFG Masters.  Photo by Rita Payne. 

The Western & Southern Financial Group (W&SFG) Masters, 
behind the US Open, is the second highest attended summer 
tennis event in the U.S.  Photo by David A. McCaskill. 


