
Gourd: Celebrating Heroes & 
Sheroes of Freedom”, Opening 
Gala dinner and Love Circle takes 
place on Thursday evening at the 
National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center.  Throughout the 
festival and conference, attendees 
will participate in a variety of infor-
mative and educational sessions 
led by national and local present-
ers including a Master Class con-
ducted by writer, poet, and social 
activist Sonia Sanchez of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania; lecture by es-
teemed quilt historian and pioneer 
Dr. Carolyn Mazloomi of West 
Chester, Ohio; noted scholars Dr. 
John Fleming, National President 
of the Association for the Study of 
African American Life & History, 
Inc., and Paula Giddings, noted 
author and Afro-American Studies 
Professor at Smith College, North-
ampton, Massachusetts. 

 

In addition, various events and 
workshops will not only be held for 
adults but also for the youth.    

 

              (continued on page 2) 

Storytelling in Cincinnati takes on a 
new vibe November 19 – 23 when 
hundreds gather to bring life to the 
spoken word.  Storytellers from 
across the country will convene in 
Cincinnati for the 26th Annual “In the 
Tradition” National Black Storytelling 
Festival and Conference presented 
by the National Association of Black 
Storytellers, Inc. (NABS).  The festi-
val and conference, which is open to 
the public, will be at the Westin Hotel 
in downtown Cincinnati.  Whether 
you are a storyteller, aspire to be a 
storyteller, want to engage in or sup-
port the art of Black Storytelling, have 
a love for listening to great stories, or 
are just curious, this family friendly 
festival and conference has some-
thing for everyone.  Said NABS Co-
founder Linda Goss, “The Storytellers 
are coming to town….Cincinnati get 
ready!”   

 

The only one of its’ kind in the U.S, 
the festival and conference highlights 
Black Storytelling and is held in dif-
ferent cities annually to spread the 
art form to people everywhere.  Es-
teemed storytellers Linda Goss, of 
Philadelphia, PA., and the late Mary 
Carter Smith (Mother Mary) of Balti-
more, MD, had a vision of bringing 
people together to preserve and per-
petuate Black Storytelling.  That vi-
sion lives on today as hundreds - 
members of NABS as well as non-
members from across the country 
and locally – come together in Cin-
cinnati for the 26th Annual National 
Black Storytelling Festival and Con-
ference to “preserve and pass on the 
folklore, legends, myths, fables, and 
mores of Africans and their descen-
dants and ancestors – In the Tradi-
tion…”   Through workshops, con-

certs, story swaps, nationally 
renowned presenters, master 
storytellers, first time storytell-
ers, adult and youth storytell-
ers, a cultural marketplace, 
and much more, festival and 
conference attendees will find 
themselves captivated and 
fascinated by the art of Black 
Storytelling – “an art form that 
embodies the history, heritage, 
and culture of African Ameri-
cans”. 

 

Said Dylan Pritchett, President 
of the National Association of 
Black Storytellers, Inc., 
“…you’ll see the best 
[storytellers] in the country…”  
Through spoken word, music, 
song, dance, and other art 
forms, the festival and confer-
ence, a unique, mesmerizing 
experience for youth and the 
young at heart, is designed to 
“teach and instill history, cul-
ture, self-esteem, family and 
community pride, values 
through literacy, and apprecia-
tion of multi-diversity”.    The 
2008 festival and conference, 
themed “Follow the Drinking 
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(shown left to right)  

Carol Alexander, Linda Humes, Diane Ferlatte, and Madafo at a past Black Story-
tellers Festival and Conference;   25th Opening Gala at the Shrine of the Black 
Madonna;  All photos by the National Association of Black Storytellers, Inc. 



 

The Karamu Corner, the on-
site market place, will show-
case wares available for pur-
chase from vendors offering 
cultural clothing, instru-
ments, jewelry, and more.  
The Karamu Corner will also 
feature storytelling, demon-
strations, games, and culture 
"talk".  A festival favorite, the 
Liars’ Contest, is sure to gar-
ner attention as contestants 
compete by sharing their 
exhilarating fabrications.  
And, there is also a riverboat 
cruise luncheon on the Ohio 
River with storytelling along 
the way.  The festival and 
conference culminates on 
Sunday with a Spiritual Sto-
rytelling Breakfast and Unity 
Circle.   These are just some 
of the highlights of what 
promises to be exciting and 
for some life changing ex-
perience.  Said Vanora Le-
gaux, festival director, “It’s 
more than a festival…It’s 
more than just telling sto-
ries.”�

  

The National Association of 
Black Storytellers, Inc., a 
non-profit organization that 
preserves and passes on the 
art of Black Storytelling, was 
founded in 1984 by Linda 
Goss and the late Mary 
Carter Smith.  Since 1983, 
the organization has pre-
sented its’ annual national 
festival and conference in 
cities across the country in-
cluding Baltimore, MD; Phila-
delphia, PA; Atlanta, GA; 
San Diego, CA; Chicago, IL; 
and Tampa, FL.  NABS 
members, both individual 
and affiliate, promote and 
perpetuate the art of Black 

Storytelling through a variety of activi-
ties, performances, and its’ national 
festival and conference.  The twelve 
affiliates of NABS are the African Folk 
Heritage Circle (New York, NY); ASE: 
Chicago Association of Black Story-
tellers (Chicago, IL); Black Storytelling 
League (Rochester, NY); Cleveland 
Association of Black Storytellers 
(Cleveland, OH); Detroit Association 
of Black Storytellers (Detroit, MI); Gri-
ots’ Circle of Maryland (Baltimore, 
MD); Keepers of the Culture 
(Philadelphia, PA); Kuumba Storytell-
ers of Georgia (Atlanta, GA); North 
Carolina Association of Black Story-
tellers (Charlotte, NC); San Diego As-
sociation of Black Storytellers (San 
Diego, CA); Rhode Island Association 
of Black Storytellers (Providence, RI); 
and Black Storytellers Alliance 
(Minneapolis, MN).    

 
Presented by the National Association 
of Black Storytellers, Inc., the 2008 
National Black Storytelling Festival 
and Conference is sponsored by The 
Westin Hotel, the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center, Ife 
Designs and Associates, LJ Brown 
and Associates, and Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc.     Conference registra-
tion or individual event tickets are 
available.  To see an event schedule, 
learn more about the festival and con-
ference, or learn about the National 
Association of Black Storytellers, Inc., 
visit www.nabsinc.org or call 410-947-
1117. 

 
 

Have comments about  this article or other 
story ideas?  Email your thoughts to 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com . 
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Festival and Conference children’s workshop. 

Elders share a moment at a Black Storytellers Festi-
val and Conference. 

Youth and Nashid Ali. 

Festival and Conference storytelling workshop. 
 


