
the processes, the voting process 
and the political process as a 
whole, relevant to their lives.”. 

 

To learn more about the  Cincinnati 
Branch of the NAACP, visit 
www.naacpcincinnati.org . 

 

Have comments about  this article or 
other story ideas?  Email 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com 
. 

Cincinnati was in the national spot-
light July 12th – July 17th and by all 
accounts, shined brightly.  The 
NAACP 99th Annual Convention, 
just a few months before the centen-
nial celebration in 2009, convened in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and won’t be for-
gotten anytime soon.  The red carpet 
was rolled out for members, dele-
gates, and visitors in attendance from 
across the country. 

 

Engaged in the convention’s focus on 
“Power, Justice, Freedom, and Vote”, 
those in attendance heard and saw 
that theme reverberate through the 
walls and halls of the Duke Energy 
Center - site of the 2008 convention, 
and on the streets of downtown Cin-
cinnati.  In addition, it could be heard 
in the speeches given by prominent 
leaders including presumptive presi-
dential candidates – U. S. Sen. 
Barack Obama (Democrat) and    U. 
S. Sen. John McCain (Republican).   
Given the convention buzz, talk will 
continue as those who attended return 
to their home destinations across the 
U.S. and internationally. 

  

When asked “What was most memo-
rable about the 2008 convention?”, 
Mimi, of Greater Cincinnati, shared 

with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com a 
story of empowerment from her vol-
unteering to register people to vote.  
While the convention was in session, 
the NAACP along with volunteers 
worked both offsite and onsite to 
register people to vote.  Said Mimi, 
“This was an important event in the 
city and a great testament to those 
who fought for us to be able to vote 
freely in this country. What better 
way to honor that legacy and take 
advantage of this spotlight than to 
register people to vote?  ….It made 
me think of people in the sixties and 
before who risked jobs, homes, lives, 
etc. to register. It also reminded me 
that so much work needs to be 
done….We get and keep people en-
gaged by engaging them and making 
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The red carpet 
was rolled out 
for members, 
delegates, and 
visitors from 
across the 
country.  Many 
in attendance 
said “the  
NAACP 99th 
Annual Con-
vention was 
one of the 
best”.  At left is 
a photo of part 
of the Georgia 
delegation who 
attended the 
convention in 
Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Photo by 
Brenda C. 
McCaskill. 


