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   Amazing!  Awesome!  Excellent!  
Fabulous!  First-rate!  Impressive! 
   Those common sentiments were 
heard at the official grand opening of 
the P&G Cincinnati MLB Urban 
Youth Academy (UYA).  An MLB 
caliber facility located in Roselawn 
Park Sports Complex in Cincinnati, 
“the new crown jewel” of the Reds 
Community Fund drew an estimated 
2,000 individuals to the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and public celebration.  The 
facility, described as “best in class”, 
was welcomed in grand style and in-
troduced attendees to UYA services 
offered primarily to youth in Greater 
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky 
urban neighborhoods. 
   "I'm just blown away by it. I knew it 
would be good, but I didn't think it 
would be that good.” commented Ma-
jor League Baseball (MLB) Commis-
sioner Bud Selig at the ribbon cutting 
ceremony. “... It makes me proud to 
be the Commissioner of Baseball 
when you see something like this." 
   The P&G Cincinnati MLB Urban 
Youth Academy, one of seven MLB 
Youth Academies in the country and 
hailed as a model for future Acad-
emies, is the first in the Midwest, the 
first in a cold weather location, and 
will provide year-round services.   
   Previously housed since 2009 in a 
closed Cincinnati Public Schools 
building, the newly built Urban Youth 
Academy, at a cost of $7 million, was 

 

On August 22, 2014, a crowd of 2,000 participated in grand opening events 

at the P&G Cincinnati MLB Urban Youth Academy (UYA) located in Rose‐

lawn Park Sports Complex.                                                          (Photo | David McCaskill) 

funded by corporate, MLB, Reds 
leadership and players, and commu-
nity supporters. The new facility, 
centrally located, boasts a 33,000 
square-foot indoor facility (batting 
cages, weight room, training room, 
classroom, conference center, tech-
nology center, indoor field) and four 
outdoor baseball fields.  One of the 
outdoor fields even has a press box! 
   More than just a place to play and 
dream of baseball, the facility offers 
a transformative experience lever-
aging baseball and softball to help 
youth realize their potential.  The 
P&G Cincinnati MLB Urban Youth 

Academy provides area girls and boys 
ages 5 -18 the opportunity to partici-
pate in baseball and softball training, 
character development programming, 
academic tutoring, and vocational 
training.  All FREE of charge!   
   "I wanted this to be the best, and 
they've exceeded my expectations," 
said Joe Morgan, former Reds great-
est second baseman and a member of 
both the Reds and National Baseball 
Hall of Fame, at the ribbon cutting.  
Morgan championed and worked tire-
lessly to make the UYA dream a real-
ity in Cincinnati.  At the ribbon cut-
ting, it was unveiled that the road 
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leading into the complex will be 
named Joe Morgan Way. 
   The facility will be the new home 
of Reds Community Fund Outreach 
Programs: Reds Rookie Success 
League, Coldwell Banker West 
Shell “Match” Program, Greater 
Cincinnati RBI (Reviving Baseball 
in Inner Cities) youth baseball/
softball.  During high school base-
ball season, Purcell Marian and 
Walnut Hills High School will call 
the UYA fields home.  
   The new Urban Youth Academy 
complex will also be utilized be-
yond the traditional high school, 
youth baseball/softball, and week-
end tournament seasons.  
   Recently, the Academy hosted 
both a week long Reds Baseball 
Camp week with 68 kids mostly 
from Dubai, and a two-day Major 

League Baseball “Breakthrough 
Series”, one of four national scout-
ing events hosted by MLB to give 
talented high school student-athletes 
from throughout the region and be-
yond the chance to been seen by 
college coaches and MLB scouts.   
  The Academy will look to host 
more tournaments including activi-
ties associated with the 2015 MLB 
All-Star Game and possibly a future 
Little League World Series. 
   "Our mission with the Urban 
Youth Academies is to provide 
young men and women opportuni-
ties not only to play baseball and 
softball, but also to offer them the 
guidance, tools and values to suc-
ceed in the classroom and in life," 
said Selig. "We want our kids to 
understand that baseball and softball 
can play a constructive role in tak-
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ing them to extraordinary heights." 
   Without a doubt, that message 
came through loud and clear during 
the grand opening’s evening public 
celebration which included free food, 
giveaways, baseball games/activities, 
a concert by the Mistics, and a 
Rozzi’s Famous Fireworks show.   
   Interwoven with the history of Cin-
cinnati Reds greats pictures hanging 
on the walls and featured throughout 
the complex, the smiles on the faces 
of kids playing and having fun; the 
enthusiasm of youngsters swinging 
away in the batting cages; the joy of 
little ones running the bases on the 
indoor field and playing tee ball;  
crowds watching and teams taking 
action on the outdoor fields; and par-
ents/guardians lined-up to signup 
their kids to learn and grow leverag-
ing the traditions of baseball signaled 
the UYA mission is being fulfilled in 
Greater Cincinnati!   
   Want to help build, develop tomor-
row’s future, help youth realize their 
potential, and further UYA’s mis-
sion?  Step up to the plate and signup 
a youth today or even volunteer!  
Spread the word that the new P&G 
Cincinnati MLB Urban Youth Acad-
emy is open and ready to go!    
   The Fall 2014 schedule is set to 
offer softball and baseball instruction 
beginning October 15th for both boys 
and girls.  Go to reds.com/academy 
to learn more or visit the UYA facil-
ity at 2026 East Seymour Avenue, 
Cincinnati, OH 45237. 

 


