the inspiring...the unique...the notable
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Life is filled with highs and lows
and there are times when you migh
find it a little hard to get inspired...
put a smile on your face...get moti-
vated. Some people get rejuvenate
by reading inspirational quotes or a
good book. Others find what they
are looking for in music, watching
the sun set, or just having some qui
time alone or talking things over
with someone close.

AboutGreaterCincinnati.comon-
dered what inspires one to do their
best...give their best? What would
a professional athlete say? easy for me to find inspiration
So,AboutGreaterCincinnati.corset because it [tennis] has been my
out to get some answers from some passion since | was 4 years
of the top, professional women and old...It's the challenge of improv-
men tennis players who were re-  ing and combining. Obviously,
cently in Mason, Ohio competing in being a mother is my first priority
the 2010 Western & Southern Finar in life.”
cial Group (W&SFG) Masters and
Women'’s Open.

Throughout the two week event,
AboutGreaterCincinnati.cormaught
up with some of the pros playing in s
what has become a Midwest “mini
US Open” and asked the player’s tg
share thoughts of inspiration or
gleaned insight from a player’s pres#
conference interview.

Here’s what the pros had to say:

Na Li, is ranked No. 9 in the
world. She donated all of her

Clearly a favorite of tennis fans Prize money from Madrid in 201
everywhere, Kim Clijsters, current to the China Foundation for Pov-
WTA ranking No. 3 and an ambass: erty Alleviation. Na Li tells
dor for the sport, won the 2010 AboutGreaterCincinnati.conf...
W&SFG Women's Open. She'sa challenge yourself all throughout

to break into the WTA's top ten,

Ladies first...

Working mom and wife. Focused or life. | believe | can do well on the

tennis court and | can do well in

being her best, Kim tellabout-
other things.”

GreaterCincinnati.com‘It's very

Vera Zvonareva, introduced to
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tennis at age 6, has interests in voll¢
ball, computers, reading, and listeni
to music. Vera, who is ranked No.

on the WTA, believes in herself, lov§

Vera Zvonareva

the mental game of tennis, enjoys

The first Chinese female playetravel and exploring different things,

and is in her last year of studying fo

' degree in International Economic R¢

lations. Vera shared withbout-
GreaterCincinnati.comMy mom is
my inspiration.”

And, what about the guys on the A
Tour? Well...

Roger Federer, ranked No. 2 in t
world on the ATP, is now a 4 time
Champion in Cincinnati as he added
the 2010 W&SFG Masters title to hig

oimpressive list of accomplishments.

He’s a father of twin daughters and
husband. Roger has fans everywhg
and is a Cincinnati fan favorite. He
has left his mark — and continues to
leave his mark — in the annals of te
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Roger Federer

nis. Roger shared in a W&SFG
Masters press conference after win-
ning the 2010 title, “I was positive
all the way through because | felt |
was playing well, even though | lost
the first set. So | never got down or
myself and doubted myself. “
Playing the best tennis of his life,
Mardy Fish is a man on a mission.
He dropped thirty pounds and is
playing phenomenal tennis . He we

a wild card entry to the 2010

Mardy Fish

W&SFG Masters and advanced to
the Cincinnati finals for the second
time in his tennis career. He may n
have won the title but he clearly wol
the hearts of tennis fans. Mardy,
ranked No. 21, tell&bout-
GreaterCincinnati.com”l think you
got to really love what you do. |
love what | do. I'm not much of a
preacher, but you got to look your-
self in the mirror every day... try to
not have any regrets...be comfort-
able with everything you've done,

+

that's important. ” ing from injuries, he still made it to

Another Cincinnati favorite anc Cincinnati for the tournament and
favorite with fans everywhere is was entered as a wild card. He lost
Rafa Nadal. Ranked No. 1 on th early in the W&SFG Masters tourna-
ATP, he plays left-handed but ment and said in a press conference
writes right-handed. He’s an am after his loss, “I believe that | can
bassador for the sport and takes still play the way | used to. | believe
| can still hopefully improve. | know
| can improve from today, that’s for
sure.”

Six years have passed and focuse
on getting better, Donald Young has
been up and coming in the tennis
world since age 14. He hasn't wo

Rafa Nadal

Donald Young

the time to sign as many auto-
graphs as he can — whenever he
can. Nadal shared witlibout-
GreaterCincinnati.com‘My mo-
tivation is keep improving my
tennis, enjoy my play...Be better
player year by year.”

James Blake, ATP ranked No.
107 and a Cincinnati favorite, co-
authored'Breaking Back: How |

a big title — yet. This was not his
first time in the W&SFG Masters.
Competitive on the court, he shows
his emotions. Donald, a wild card
entry and ranked No. 100, shared
with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com
“Never let anybody tell you, you
can't do it. Whatever you want to
do, try. And give it 100%.”

So, what's the common theme
among the pros? Family, being true
to self, believing in yourself, work
hard, continuously improve, and love
what you do. This has served the

James Blake

Lost Everything and Won Back
My Life” which reached 15on  tennis pros well.

theNew York TimeBest Sellers  What's your inspiration? What's
list and many have found it very your motivation?

inspirational. Although recover-

Got a story idea or comment about this story? &eam email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com.
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