
 

 

 

 

LIKE On Facebook                   FOLLOW On Twitter          
 

 

 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   ●   West Chester, Ohio   45069   ●   info@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  
 

  Copyright  ©  2008-2014 AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   All rights reserved. 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO BUILD NEW CANCER CARE MODEL 

BY BRENDA C. MCCASKILL (BRENDA@ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM) 

IMAGES PROVIDED BY THE DRAGONFLY FOUNDATION  

March 2015 Volume 8, Article 8 

ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.com 

Inform … Inspire … Impact 

Click here to comment on this article.            Email story ideas/suggestions to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

   Exactly 1,649 days from its’ start, 

The Dragonfly Foundation (TDF), a 

nonprofit on a mission to bring com-

fort and joy to kids and young adults 

(and their families) enduring cancer 

and bone marrow transplants, an-

nounced the launch of an acceler-

ated $15 million capital campaign to 

move current TDF operations from a 

“clubhouse to a mission-supportive 

community” and create an innova-

tive cancer care model in southwest 

Ohio.   

   "Oh my goodness this is AMAZ-

ING!” shared a supporter in one of 

many comments posted on The 

Dragonfly Foundation’s Facebook 

page since the campaign launched.  

“… This is truly amazing!" 

   Considered to be the first of its 

kind in the United States and possi-

bly worldwide, the project, a novel 

public private partnership, will cre-

ate a neighborhood that brings to-

gether young cancer and bone mar-

row patients and their families with 

those in the public who share in the 

TDF mission.   

   Described as a nurturing ecosys-

tem offering a warm, nurturing 

home-like environment to facilitate 

healing for families as they move 

from diagnosis through treatment 

and on toward long--‐term recovery, 

the ground-breaking and socially 

 

 

 

 

The new Dragonfly Landing will offer current TDF amenities in a so-
cially conscious community.  The ground-breaking facility, planned to 
be completed in 2017, is believed to be the first of its kind and will 
change how public private partnerships are viewed.       
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conscious community concept is 

planned to break ground at the end 

of 2015 and be completed in 2017. 

   Sound ambitious? 

   “Why think small?” said Christine 

Neitzke, The Dragonfly Foundation 

President and Co-Founder. “Our 

families face restrictions on where 

they can go and what they can do. 

Rather than limiting their world to 

the hospital or their home, motel or 

alternate housing, we are giving our 

families a place, a community, 

where everyone is totally dedicated 

to making them smile.” 

   TDF certainly is not thinking 

small!   

   Expansion plans include relocat-

ing current headquarters and opera-

tions from a donated 6,000 sq. ft 

location to a new permanent 15,000 

sq. ft operation on an expansive 

property of 20- 30 acres conven-

iently located along the I-75 corridor 

and accessible to Cincinnati Chil-

dren's Hospital Medical Center's 

Ohio locations in Cincinnati, Liberty 

Township, and Dayton.  With an 

expected increase in patients and 

families served, the expansion will 

allow TDF to provide services be-

yond the current 2,600 Dragonflies 
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served - 600 registered patients 

and their immediate family mem-

bers from 46 states and 6 foreign 

countries.  New TDF plans will 

accommodate 3x patients cur-

rently served. 

   While the exact location of the 

proposed expansion is still in ne-

gotiations and has not been re-

leased, it will be the relocated site 

of TDF’s private patient/family, 

comfortable, and fun retreat 

known as The Landing which will 

be doubled in size and include a 

mini-golf space, a Zen garden, and 

more.   The space will be a relax-

ing environment to support pa-

tients and their families.  

   Also, planned amenities for the 

new Dragonfly Landing commu-

nity will include: a boutique hotel 

and 200 apartments, of which 50 

will be short-term, furnished rental 

housing for registered Dragonfly 

patients undergoing treatment and 

medical services at area hospitals 

(and their immediate families) 

served by The Dragonfly Founda-

tion.   

   The remainder of housing will 

be for members of the public who 

want to live in a socially con-

scious community with a portion 

of their rent earmarked towards 

TDF.  A shared clubhouse, fitness 

center, park-like settings with 

walking trails, a handicapped ac-

cessible playground, outdoor am-

phitheater, and water features are 

also planned.  

   “I’ve gotten a lot of calls from a 

whole bunch of places saying this is 

going to change how non profits do 

public private partnerships now” Ria 

Davidson, The Dragonfly Foundation 

Vice President and Co-Founder tells 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. “…  I 

love that we can change traditional 

thinking.” 

   In addition, the community, to be 

named at a later date, will provide 

opportunities for residents to volun-

teer, support, and help sustain The 

Dragonfly Foundation’s mission of 

bringing comfort and joy to kids and 

young adults (up to age 30) enduring 
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cancer and bone marrow trans-

plants. 

   “I am just so impressed with 

how quickly and how much the 

foundation continues to grow.” 

commented a TDF supporter.  

“It is wonderful to know that so 

many families will be touched 

by Dragonfly in the years 

ahead.” 

   To learn more about this 

building campaign to provide 

emotional care and support, how 

you can get involved, donate to 

the cause, and more, visit 

http://buildthelanding.org/. 

 

 

 

 

In a nurturing ecosystem offering a warm, nurturing home-like envi-
ronment to facilitate healing for families as they move from diagnosis 
through treatment and on toward long--‐term recovery, the new Drag-
onfly Landing will accommodate 3x patients currently served. 
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