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   It’s Fall and that means football fans 
are watching and cheering on their 
favorites.  A new fan favorite - not so 
much for his on the field play, but 
rather his personal family story – is 
garnering fans and supporters atten-
tion.   
   Folks are talking about and showing 
their encouragement from around the 
country in support of an effort to sack 
pediatric cancer.  It’s showing that the 
good in humanity is alive and well. 
   On the football field, Devon Still, a 
third-year defensive tackle with the 
Cincinnati Bengals who was cut from 
the 2014 team after the final pre-
season game but later re-signed early 
in September to the practice squad 
and subsequently to the active roster, 
focuses on tackling the opponent of 
the week to help the Bengals win 
games with an ultimate goal to win a 
Super Bowl ring.    
   Off the field, Devon, a proud and 
devoted Dad, focuses on helping his 
daughter Leah, a four year old battling 
pediatric cancer, tackle the biggest 
challenge of her life.  At one point, he 
considered leaving football to devote 
all of his time to Leah in her fight.  
But as fate would have it, football is 
helping in the battle fight.   
   On June 2, 2014, Leah was diag-
nosed with stage four nueroblastoma 
cancer, a rare form of cancer affecting 
infants and children.  Leah moved 
from the northeast to Cincinnati (OH) 

 

 

Devon Still and his daughter Leah.               
                   

to be closer to her Dad and receive 
treatment at Cincinnati Children's 
Hospital, which ranks No. 3 in U.S. 
News & World Reports 2014-2015 
Best Children’s Hospital rankings. 
   Sporting clean-shavened heads, 
Devon and his daughter Leah, who 
is fondly called the selfie queen be-
cause of her love of grabbing any 
cellphone that she can get her hands 
on to take a self picture, are facing 
and living a battle that is not easy. 
   Leah has a 50 -50 survival chance 
shared Still in an ESPN interview.  
But, with their faith in God, support 
of the Bengals organization, fans 
nationwide, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, and Cincinnati Chil-
dren’s, Devon and Leah have hope. 

   “With every picture you see a  smile 
on her face, with every video you see 
a smile on her face so seeing her con-
stant positive energy throughout this 
whole process” said Still in a WLWT 
News 5 report, “it lifts me up as a par-
ent, it lifts her mom up, it lifts the 
whole family up and it lets us know 
she will do anything she can to win 
this battle,”.  
   Part of the inspiring story of a fa-
ther’s love, community goodwill, and 
nationwide support includes the Cin-
cinnati Bengals re-signing Still to the 
team’s practice squad after he was cut 
from the team.  This not only pro-
vided much needed medical insurance 
to cover Leah’s medical expenses 
which could total over $1 million, but 
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also allowed Still to not travel and 
be by his daughter’s side for doc-
tor’s appointments and treatments.   
   “We're thrilled that he's [Devon] 
here” said Bengals Director of Sales 
and Public Affairs Jeff Berding in a 
WLWT News 5 report, “and at the 
same time we're able to help him 
and his family going through this 
battle,”. 
   At the Bengals Pro Shop and on 
Bengals.com, the Bengals also be-
gan selling Still’s jersey, No. 75, to 
raise money for and draw attention 
to pediatric cancer research at Cin-
cinnati Children's Hospital.  The 
Bengals are absorbing the cost of 
the first 10,000 jerseys with 100% 
of purchase going towards the 
cause.  After 10,000 jerseys sold, all 
proceeds minus jersey cost will go 
towards the effort.      
   Within the first 24 hours of jersey 
sales, football fans opened their 
hearts and wallets setting record 
breaking sales of more than 1,000 
jerseys purchased.  To date, jersey 
sales have reached 10,000 jerseys, 

which sell for $100 each and come 
with a note of thanks from Devon.  
In under one month, over $1 million 
has been raised for pediatric cancer 
research.  On November 6th, a 
check will be presented to Chil-
dren’s Hospital at a Bengals home 
game.   
   “We've sold more Still jerseys 
than for any player ever in the his-
tory of the Bengals,” Berding goes 
on to say. 
    Jersey sales have come from 
across Greater Cincinnati as well as 
all 50 U.S. states, Australia, Can-
ada, and the United Kingdom.  Sean 
Payton, coach of the New Orleans 
Saints purchased 100 jerseys—
$10,000 worth, to be given to Cin-
cinnati Children’s patients.      
   “I think you [Devon] have in-
spired a ton of people with this 
story, as have (Bengals Owner) 
Mike Brown and (Bengals Coach) 
Marvin Lewis.” Coach Payton, who 
has never met Still, told Still during 
an interview Still did on ESPN Ra-
dio’s “Mike & Mike”.   
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STILL STRONG, HOPEFUL, AND RAISING AWARENESS (CONT’D) 
   People have been inspired by 
events unfolding and have joined in 
the effort to show their encourage-
ment for Leah and the Still family.   
   Hoda Kotb of NBC’s TODAY 
with Kathie Lee & Hoda gave Leah a 
phone call before Leah’s successful 
surgery at Children’s Hospital in 
Philadelphia.   Leah, wearing lilac/
light purple, singing, smiling, and 
waving arms in the air in the music  
video, is among Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia young cancer pa-
tients appearing in the music video 
for “Truly Brave”, a song Kotb 
championed to raise funds for pediat-
ric cancer.  Launched the same day 
of Leah’s surgery, “Truly Brave” is 
the inspiring mashup of the songs 
“Brave”  (Sara Bareilles) and “True 
Colors” (Cyndi Lauper).  The video 
has gotten over 825,000 views on 
YouTube.  
   The Still story has resonated with 
many across the country and has 
drawn attention to pediatric cancer 
and.  Support has been phenomenal!   
   Join the team to make a play and 
sack pediatric cancer.  By October 
20th, purchase a Still jersey at the 
Bengals Pro Shop at Paul Brown Sta-
dium in downtown Cincinnati or 
online at www.bengals.com. 
   “I just wanted to thank Who Dey 
Nation and fans from all over the 
world for the support ...” said Devon 
in a video posted on bengals.com.  
“It’s been amazing and I hope the 
support continues so that we can 
continue to raise awareness for pedi-
atric cancer.” 


