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avoid, but when a species drops 
below 100 individuals, produc-
ing more offspring as quickly as 
possible trumps concerns about 
genetic diversity.” said Dr. Roth. 
“We are down to the last male 
and female Sumatran rhino on 
the continent, and I am not will-
ing to sit idle and watch the last 
of a species go extinct.”     
    After years of research, 
CREW scientists at the Cincin-
nati Zoo have unraveled the 
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for Conservation & Research of 
Endangered Wildlife (CREW), is 
to maximize genetic diversity 
and avoid inbreeding, scientists 
are now forced to make an ex-
ception or watch the species dis-
appear altogether.  Desperate 
measures - inbreeding a brother 
and sister - are unfolding at the 
Cincinnati Zoo to save the spe-
cies. 
   “No one wants to breed sib-
lings, it is something we strive to 

   In an effort to help save a rapidly 
disappearing species from extinc-
tion, the Cincinnati Zoo and Bo-
tanical Garden, known internation-
ally for its success in the protec-
tion and propagation of endan-
gered animals and plants, as well 
as engaging in research and con-
servation projects worldwide, is on 
a mission to save one of, if not the 
most endangered large mammal on 
the planet – the Sumatran rhino. 
   The decline of the Sumatran 
rhino, a species that plays an inte-
gral role in maintaining the forest 
ecosystem, is alarming.   There are 
no more than 100 Sumatran rhinos 
left on the planet and only two in 
North America. 
   “… if for no other reason, this is 
why the Midwestern American 
farmer who is tired of droughts 
and tornadoes and who is worried 
about how next year's crops will 
do and how the bills will get paid, 
should care about saving the Su-
matran rhino.” said Dr. Terri Roth, 
Vice President of Conservation 
and Science and Director of 
CREW at the Cincinnati Zoo.  
   Although the philosophy at 
CREW, the Zoo’s Lindner Center 

Dr. Terri Roth with “Suci”, a Sumatran Rhino, at the Cincinnati Zoo.     
                                                                           Photo | Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden       
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mysteries of Sumatran rhino 
reproduction and produced the 
first captive bred calf in 112 
years on September 13, 2001.  
Now,  “Harapan”, a six-year-old 
male Sumatran rhino born at the 
Cincinnati Zoo in 2007,  and his 
sister “Suci”, a nine-year-old 
Sumatran rhino born at the Cin-
cinnati Zoo in 2004, will be 
mated in a desperate move to 
save the species.  Harapan and 
Suci are two of three Sumatran 
rhinos successfully born at the 
Cincinnati Zoo since 2001 in 
the Zoo’s captive breeding pro-
gram.  
   “We are hoping that Suci 
breeds with Harapan even 
though they are full siblings.” 
said Dr. Roth. “We know it hap-

pens in the wild.” she further 
explains. “The good thing about 
inbreeding is that if you inbreed 
one generation as soon as you 
outbreed that particular off-
spring, the inbreeding disap-
pears.” she goes on to say. “So, 
you can correct it pretty 
quickly.”   

    While the Cincinnati Zoo,  
rated the #1 attraction locally 
and one of the top zoos in the 
nation by Zagat Survey,  has 
been the most successful at 
breeding this mysterious and 
charismatic species, there is no 

guarantee that their captive 
breeding efforts will be success-
ful in this latest attempt.  How-
ever, with the end goal of Hara-
pan and Suci producing a 

healthy calf, the Zoo’s CREW 
scientists are hoping to work their 
magic once again. 
   Efforts to save the species go 
beyond the Zoo’s captive breed-
ing initiatives.  The Cincinnati 
Zoo working with the Los Ange-
les Zoo have partnered with many 
international conservation organi-
zations including the International 
Rhino Foundation, the Indonesian 
Rhino Foundation, SOS Rhino 
and World Wildlife Fund to help 
protect remaining wild popula-
tions.   In addition, all of the 
global partners are appealing to 
their national government offi-
cials to address concerns to save 
the species.   
   “There needs to be serious and 
immediate action that addresses 
excessive deforestation and 
poaching that is wiping out so 
many species in Southeast Asia, 
especially rhinos and tigers,” said 
Dr. Roth.  “First and foremost, we 
have to secure the few surviving 
wild populations.  However, the 
captive breeding program could 
also benefit if governments ac-
knowledge the crisis and act ac-
cordingly.” 
    Learn more about saving the 
Sumatran rhino and how to help, 
go to www.cincinnatizoo.org.     
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“Harapan”, a Sumatran rhino, at the Cincinnati Zoo. 
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