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   H2O.  Water.  It’s an essential key 

to life.  The most common substance 

found on Earth, many take water for 

granted. 

   In the U.S. when we turn on the 

faucet and clean water flows to take 

a drink, take a bath, cook food, that’s 

just our expectation.  Not the case in 

developing countries around the 

world.  That’s why SOTENI Interna-

tional in partnership with the P&G 

Children’s Safe Drinking Water Pro-

gram (CSDW) is on a mission in de-

veloping countries to provide clean 

drinking water to these individuals 

and their families and impact their 

overall health for the better, save and 

transform lives. 

   “Right here, in Cincinnati a gigan-

tic international company and a small 

non-profit have come together to 

change the lives of the vulnerable 

people in Kenya, those living with 

HIV/AIDS.” Randie Marsh, Execu-

tive Director of SOTENI Interna-

tional, shares in an email with 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  “By 

providing them with this little packet 

to clean their water, we are able to 

offer them hope for a longer, health-

ier and more productive life.” 

   Recently, SOTENI International, a 

Cincinnati-based non-profit that 

works in rural Kenya to reduce the 

incidence of HIV/AIDS and improve 

the lives of those affected by the dis-

ease, announced an exciting milestone 

in its partnership with the Cincinnati 

headquartered consumer goods corpora-

tion Procter & Gamble (P&G) Chil-

dren’s Safe Drinking Water Program.  

Since 2010, the partnership has pro-

vided 30 million liters of clean drinking 

water to people living with HIV/AIDS 

and their families in rural Kenya, Africa 

living in SOTENI villages of hope.  

That’s 7.9 million gallons of water – the 

equivalent of approximately 125 million 

8 oz. glasses of water! 

   “P&G Children’s Safe Drinking Wa-

ter Program provides SOTENI with the 

funds to buy and distribute the P&G 

Clean Water packets.” shared Marsh.  

“Our ABDs [AIDS Barefoot Doc-

tors] meet with 106 support groups 

every month and distribute enough 

packets to last a family for one 

month.” 

   “The P&G water is very nice.”  

Celin Akinyi Sewe, shares in a 

SOTENI/CSWD video posted on 

Youtube describing the water 

cleaning effort.  “If you are used to 

it, you can’t drink any other wa-

ter…” 

   Easy to use, efficient, and effec-

tive, approximately 8000 people in 

rural Kenya receive clean water 

using the purifying sachets each 
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(left—right) Allison Tummon Kamphuis leader of the P&G Chil-

dren’s Safe Drinking Water Program, Randie Marsh SOTENI Inter-

national Executive Director, Dr. Alexandra Vrazo SOTENI Interna-

tional Board Vice Chair at milestone announcement. 
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month because of the SOTENI/

CSDW partnership.  By using one 

packet of product in a 10 liter 

bucket of water then filtered 

through a cotton cloth stretched 

over another bucket, the entire puri-

fication process takes about 30 min-

utes and helps prevent waterborne 

illnesses that can be deadly to peo-

ple living with compromised im-

mune systems. 

   Because of the SOTENI/CSDW 

partnership, access to clean drinking 

water is saving and transforming 

lives in rural Kenya.  Since using 

the packets to clean their water, 

SOTENI clients testify that they and 
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A SOTENI support group receiving their packets. 

their families are much healthier, 

their children miss less school, they 

spend less money on medical bills, 

and they are able to be more produc-

tive on their small farms or their 

jobs. 

   “Since I started using the P&G 

packets, my family is now well.” 

Pamela Akinyi, shares in a SOTENI/

CSWD partnership video posted on 

Youtube.  “The children are 

healthy… and my money is not be-

ing wasted going to the hospital most 

of the times.” 

   “I want to thank SOTENI for pro-

viding us with the packets and the 

buckets.” Roselyn Musumba shares 

in a SOTENI/CSWD water cleaning 

video posted on Youtube.  “May 

God bless you and may you bring us 

more packets.”  

   Want to learn more, get involved?  

Visit SOTENI on YouTube to see 

their latest video about their partner-

ship with CSDW and hear clients 

tell in their own words how their 

lives have changed for the better.    

   For more information including 

scheduling a demontration, donating 

to the cause, or volunteering in Cin-

cinnati or in Kenya, visit the 

SOTENI website http://soteni.org/.   
 

Got a comment on this article, tell us.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AboutGreaterCincinnaticom/376174516846
https://twitter.com/AGCinspires
http://www.aboutgreatercincinnati.com/contactus3.html
http://soteni.org/
http://www.aboutgreatercincinnati.com/contactus3.html

