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and fear that feeds this 

epidemic. The Test 1 Mil-

lion [Ohio] tour was a suc-

cess.”  

   Throughout the morning 

of April 24th, a walkathon 

to promote scholarships 

and youth education, local 

entertainment, music, and 

much excitement, was the 

backdrop to the Cincinnati 

tour stop where hundreds 

became more informed 

about HIV/AIDS and par-

ticipated in confidential testing to 

learn their status.  In addition, celebri-

ties Danny Glover, Sheryl Lee Ralph, 

Lamman Rucker, and Rockmond 

Dunbar gave heartfelt pleas that 

stirred a passion amongst the crowd to 

consider their personal actions, take 

HIV/AIDS seriously, and get tested.  

Said Glover, known for his roles in 

the Lethal Weapon movies and Be-

loved, “When people get tested, what 

they find out is their status – simple as 

that.”  In Cincinnati, over 100 African 

Americans were tested and learned 

their status during the collaborative 

Test 1 Million effort sponsored by the 

Cincinnati Queen City Alumnae 

(CQCA) Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, IV CHARIS, and the 

Black AIDS Institute.  “It was a won-

derful event that provided a great for-

mat to not only get tested but also 

gain knowledge about the latest in 

HIV/AIDS research and therapy both 

locally and globally.” said Dr. Denise 

Davis who was among the crowd of 

   Saturday April 24, 2010 was a 

rainy day in Cincinnati, but the 

inclement weather didn’t 

dampen the enthusiasm of over 

two hundred people who came 

out to the Ted Berry Head Start 

Center in the West End to be a 

part of Test 1 Million – a na-

tional campaign to educate, in-

form, and conduct HIV screen-

ings.  The Test 1 Million Cam-

paign, launched by the Black 

AIDS Institute, is “a call-to-

action to get 1 million African 

Americans screened for HIV”.  Said 

Mamie Harris, Executive Director, 

IV CHARIS Integrated Counseling 

and Testing Services, the lead 

agency and liaison to the Black 

AIDS Institute for the Test 1 Million 

Ohio Campaign,  “We’re coming 

together to take this opportunity to 

unify our community in an effort to 

bring attention to and remove the 

stigma, shame, and blame surround-

ing HIV.”  One test - One million 

people - One year.  That’s the goal.   

   The state of Ohio was targeted to 

be part of the national mobilization 

effort to Test 1 Million before the 

next National HIV Testing Day June 

27, 2010.  The Ohio Celebrity Tour, 

which began as a pilot project in Cin-

cinnati and then expanded across 

Ohio, is a collaboration of twenty 

seven (27) agencies in the state and 

the Black AIDS Institute to fight in 

this effort to end the AIDS epidemic 

in Black America.   

   “There is so much that can be ac-

complished when we leverage our 

collective strengths.” said Michaelle 

B. Jones, who attended the event 

in Cincinnati.  The impact of the 

collective agencies and groups 

HIV/AIDS awareness efforts in 

Ohio was felt in Dayton, Oxford, 

Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Co-

lumbus.  The Ohio tour began on 

April 21st on the college campuses 

of Central State University and 

Wilberforce University.  On April 

22nd, the Ohio tour moved to the 

college campus of Miami (Ohio) 

University.  On April 23rd, the 

tour continued in Cleveland fo-

cusing on youth ages 14 to 18.  

On April 24th, the Ohio campaign 

stopped in Cincinnati at the Step-

pin’ For Scholarship Walkathon, 

and wrapped up in Columbus at 

the African American Heritage 

Festival.  In total, over 400 Afri-

can Americans were tested during 

the Test 1 Million Ohio campaign 

tour.  Said Charlie Baran, Black 

AIDS Institute, “In the fight 

against HIV/AIDS, every member 

of the community needs to stand 

up against the stigma, ignorance, 
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Actress Sheryl Lee Ralph leads the Steppin’ For Scholarship 
walkathon which kicked off Test 1 Million in Cincinnati. 
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over two hundred.  “The stigma was 

gone and the issues can now be ad-

dressed.” 

   Lamman Rucker, who starred in Tyler 

Perry’s “Why Did I Get Married Too”, 

showed the Cincinnati crowd how easy 

and simple it is to get tested when he 

underwent an actual, live test in front of 

the crowd.  “One of the obvious facts is 

that African Americans are dispropor-

tionately affected, so just by that alone 

is reason for me to be involved," said 

Rucker.  Also during the stop in Cincin-

nati, Hydeia Broadbent, an AIDS activ-

ist, was on hand to share her personal 

story with the crowd of teens, young 

adults, parents, grandparents, educators, 

and those in the community who have 

an interest in combating this epidemic 

in which nearly half of the estimated 1.2 

million Americans living with HIV/

AIDS are Black.  “Listening to the 

down-to-earth testimony from Hydeia 

and her life's experiences with HIV, put 

a face and a person with the disease.  

I'm sure that got most to consider their 

actions and drove home the importance 

of getting tested.” said Deborah Ingram, 

who attended the event in Cincinnati.  

   “Know your status”.  “Get tested”. 

“Be responsible”.  Those were key 

themes heard loud and clear in this na-

tional campaign that came to Ohio to 

combat the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 

Black America.  “HIV/AIDS is a 100% 

preventable disease.” said Chandra 

Mathews-Smith, a member of CQCA 

and a Cincinnati event co-chair.  Visit 

www.4charis.com for more information 

about Test 1 Million and how you can 

get involved, get tested, and know your 

status.    
 
 

Got a story idea?   Send an email to 

Brenda@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 
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(Left – right):  Actor 
Lamman Rucker; 
Chandra Mathews-
Smith, CQCA DST 
Ways & Means Co-
Chair; Mamie Harris, 
Executive Director IV-
CHARIS;  Actor 
Rockmond Dunbar;  
Mia Sears, CQCA DST 
Ways & Means Co-
Chair 

 
 
 
(Right):  Members of 
Cincinnati Queen City 
Alumnae (CQCA) 
Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority with 
actor Lamman Rucker;  
CQCA’s fourth annual 
walkathon, Steppin’ 
For Scholarship 2010, 
was the kickoff event 
for Test 1 Million in 
Cincinnati. 

 

(left):  Participants in the Steppin’ 

For Scholarship walkathon get a 

workout prior to Test 1 Million 

events in Cincinnati. 

(above far left): Actor Danny Glover and AIDS activist Hydeia Broadbent were among those who 

gave an impassioned plea to get tested; (middle) Actor Lamman Rucker shows how easy it is to 

get tested; (far right):  Signature wristbands in support of the cause to “know your status” 


