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three years. 
 
Using an online ticket dona-
tion system, MVK offers 
charitable children's/youth 
organizations, registered with 
MVK, access to a variety of 
events.   Donated event tick-
ets come from individuals 
and MVK community partner 
organizations/businesses.  A 
strictly volunteer operation, 
MVK also relies upon the 
support of corporate spon-
sors like Jones the Florist 
who provide operational ser-
vices such as ticket pickup 
and delivery.  Since MVK’s 
kickoff in Fall 2005, the or-
ganization has received and 
distributed over 28,800 do-
nated tickets valued at ap-
proximately $628,092 to un-
derserved kids in Greater 
Cincinnati and the ticket do-

Ever been to an event and no-
ticed empty seats?   Ever won-
dered “What can I do with my 
event tickets that I’m not going 
to use”?  Well, if you have or 
know of someone who has event 
tickets that will go unused, tell 
MVK about it.  Who is MVK? 
 
One of eight in the U.S.,  MVK is 
one of Greater Cincinnati’s finest 
gems.  Relatively unknown, 
strictly a volunteer run organiza-
tion, and employing a simple but 
very effective concept, Most 
Valuable Kids of Greater Cincin-
nati (MVK) is a non-profit agency 
that distributes unused sports, 
entertainment, and cultural 
events tickets to underprivileged 
kids in Greater Cincinnati.  “It’s 
a match made in heaven!” says 
Andrea Granieri, Development 
Assistant at Lighthouse Youth 
Services, one of the first charita-
ble agencies to receive tickets 
through MVK.    
 
MVK gets the tickets to deserv-
ing persons through its recipient 
agencies.   In addition, the ticket 
donor receives a tax deduction 
for their generosity, AND the 
ticket recipient(s) gets the 
chance of a lifetime to experi-
ence something they might not 
otherwise have had the opportu-
nity to experience, AND the 
event seats get used.  Talk about 
a homerun, slam dunk, touch-
down, hitting a high note!  What 
a win-win-win for all involved! 
 

Designed to praise and reward 
kids trying to overcome their 
negative situations, MVK's goal 
is to foster the development of 
self-esteem and promote exem-
plary behavior, hard work, and 
perseverance during adoles-
cent and teenage years.  “I 
wish every MVK donor, sup-
porter, volunteer and board 
member could accompany us 
when we take the youth to 
events so that each of them 
could see the looks on the kids 
faces and in their eyes when 
they have just experienced 
something new, something 
that has inspired them to 
dream about a better future, or 
just relieves the stress of what-
ever obstacles they are facing 
in their home lives for a few 
hours.” says Talia Frye, Family 
Center Coordinator at Brighton 
Center, Inc.,  a charitable or-
ganization which has received 
tickets thru MVK for the past 
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MVK recipients from  the Brighton 
Center attend a Bengals practice. 
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nor has received a tax dona-
tion letter/receipt.   
 
Thanks to the generosity of 
donors, MVK has distributed 
tickets to a variety of events 
including the Broadway Series, 
Cincinnati Ballet, Cincinnati 
Zoo, Cincinnati Symphony Or-
chestra, Children's Theatre, 
Reds games, Reds Hall of 
Fame Museum, Cincinnati 
Bengals games, Harlem Wiz-
ards game and much 
more.  “Every ticket that is do-
nated we are able to place…”, 
says Sherri Jaffe Friedman, co-
founder and CEO of MVK of 
Greater Cincinnati.   
 
It’s a simple yet effective op-
eration that continues to grow 
as word spreads about the 
great work that MVK does.  
MVK has provided tickets and 
event opportunities to more 
than fifty-five (55) recipient 
agencies who combined serve 
approximately 70,000 under-
served youth across Greater 
Cincinnati including Hamilton 
County, Butler County, and 
Northern Kentucky.   In addi-
tion, MVK is looking to expand 
its services to Dayton.  Re-
cently honored by People 
Magazine and major league 
baseball as a 2009 All Stars 
Among Us and featured on the 
NBC Today Show, MVK of 
Greater Cincinnati is making 
plans for its first fundraiser to 
raise needed funds to expand 
services and operations. 
 

Given the affect of today’s 
economic conditions, more 
ticket donations and financial 
support are welcomed and 
needed to help bring a smile 
to a child’s face, reward/
inspire/motivate youth to 
reach their potential, or foster 
bonding between a youth and 
the adult in their life.  “Our 
continued goal is to help our 
agencies motivate and inspire 
kids.” says Sherri Jaffe Fried-
man. 
 

So, the next time you are un-
able to use tickets to an 
event, don’t let those tickets 
go unused!   Donate your un-
used tickets today! 

 

To learn more about Most 
Valuable Kids of Greater Cin-
cinnati or to donate tickets or 
financial support, visit 
www.mostvaluablekids.org 

or send an email to 
sherri@mostvaluablekids.org. 
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Greater Cincinnati.   Send an email to  

brenda@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 
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As part of the MVK/Dhani Dozen program, MVK 

recipients and chaperones from Talbert House and 

Friends of the Children. 

As part of MVK Appreciation Day, MVK recipients 

visit Happen’s Toy Labs.  

Dhani Jones, a middle linebacker with the Cin-
cinnati Bengals,  with youth participating in 
“Dhani’s Dozen”, a program offered through 
Most Valuable Kids of Greater Cincinnati. 


