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them shoes and clothes and stuff, it's 
been kind of rough on me right now…
this helps out a great deal. More than 
you know, more than you know," said 
Lequitta Reynolds of Walnut Hills 
who received a Christmas basket of 
food from St. Vincent de Paul.  
    Local television stations lent a hand 
to spread cheer and warmth. WLWT’s 
5 Cares for Coats Drive collected 
4,500 coats which were distributed 
through St. Vincent de Paul to those 
who needed warmth from the winter’s 
cold.  With the frigid temperatures 
and this likely to be the third coldest 
December on record, the coat distri-
bution was timely.  WLWT viewers 
and supporters dropped off new and 

    Times are tough.  Economic 
downturn.  High unemployment.  
Frigid, cold temperatures.  Each were 
vying for the lead role in “The 
Grinch that Stole Christmas”.  But, 
gifts of kindness, generosity, and 
“good will toward men” across 
Greater Cincinnati warmed hearts 
with a little holiday cheer and made 
the holidays a little brighter.    
    There were many who needed a 
ray of hope because their personal 
circumstances looked bleak, but peo-
ple who could, reached deep to do-
nate their time, talents, and/or finan-
cial resources to make the holidays a 
little brighter for people they didn’t 
even know.  The Greater Cincinnati 
2010 holiday spirit was in full force. 
    Numerous holiday food drives and 
distributions were held to ensure that 
those who needed it had food on the 
table.  The Freestore Foodbank, one 
of the region’s largest food banks, 
reported distributing “696,710 
pounds of food - enough to feed 
more than 53,000 individuals and 
nearly 19,000 families” during the 
2010 holidays.  That’s equivalent to 
roughly filling over 80% of the seats 
at Paul Brown Stadium!   
    The Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, an area nonprofit that provides 
help with pressing needs such as 
food or utilities for people in need 
and operates southwest Ohio's only 
Charitable Pharmacy, held its annual 
food drive in partnership with Kroger 
and FOX19.  During the 2010 holi-
day, the 20th Anniversary ‘Food 

From The Heart’ campaign 
kicked off with Kroger donating 
20,000 meals.  In addition, shop-
pers donated to the cause by drop-
ping off canned food and non-
perishable items at area Kroger 
stores and by making cash dona-
tions at Kroger checkout counters.  
Many volunteers including those 
from Toyota’s Production System 
Support Center in Northern Ken-
tucky helped distribute food dur-
ing the  Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas Holiday Food Distributions.  
By campaign’s end, it is antici-
pated the goal to collect 75,000 
pounds of food will be reached.  
This will be enough food to feed 
2,150 local families for one week!  
"I really haven't been able to get 
my kids anything. Trying to get 
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Members of the McBride family from Clifton received new winter coats 
from St. Vincent de Paul thanks to the 5 Cares for Coats Drive.                                        
Photo provided by St. Vincent de Paul 
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gently used coats for all ages at Gold 
Star Chili restaurants, Kemba Credit 
Union branches, and fire stations 
across the Tri-State.  Coat distribu-
tions were held at Seton High School 
in Price Hill and the St. Vincent de 
Paul Outreach Center in the West 
End.   At the St. Vincent de Paul 
Outreach Center, hundreds lined up 
in the snow and cold to receive a free 
coat.  Liz Carter, executive director 
for St. Vincent de Paul told WLWT 

TV 5, "What's great is they're [those 
needing coats] walking in without a 
coat, they're going to walk out warm 
with a coat to wear."  
    Across Greater Cincinnati, gener-
ous shopping sprees helped put 
smiles on the faces of many kids and 
their families who might not have 
found the holidays to be so cheery.   
Efforts like “Shop with a Cop” and 

“Shop with a Bengal” ensured 
that many kids got a wish fulfilled 
as they went shopping for Christ-
mas at local stores.   
    Spreading hope and goodwill, 
members of Cincinnati Queen 
City Alumnae (CQCA) Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
shopped and donated 125 articles 
of clothing to the Greater Cincin-
nati YWCA Battered Women's 
Shelter, the only domestic vio-
lence shelter in Hamilton County 
which shelters up to 65 women 
and children.  "CQCA felt it was 
important to make a tangible con-
tribution -- the type of  contribu-
tion that can have an immediate 
impact in improving the family's 
situation.” said Kim Glenn, 
CQCA Chapter President.  
“Clean, warm clothes can make a 
difference in emotional well-
being." 
    Of course “holiday elves” took 
time out of their busy schedules to 
anonymously shop for kids and 
provide holiday surprises through 
Angel Tree programs.  Such a 
program offered through the 
YMCA of Greater Cincinnati 
brought Christmas joy to over 65 
kids at the Richard E. Lindner 
YMCA.  Norwood children, many 

whose families were impacted by 
economic hardships and who spent 
their Christmas break from school at 
the Richard E. Lindner YMCA, re-
ceived special gifts from employees 
of the local Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA).  EPA employees 
shopped for gifts using lists for Santa 
written by the kids.  Then, YMCA 
staff and Santa Clause gave out the 
gifts at the Richard E. Lindner Y.  In 
addition to giving gifts to kids par-
ticipating in the Y’s after school pro-
gram, the EPA employees and some 
Cincinnati Bell employees donated 
Christmas gifts and gift-filled stock-
ings to preschoolers at the Richard E. 
Lindner YMCA. 
    Whether you were on the giving or 
receiving end of this holiday cheer, 
hearts across Greater Cincinnati 
warmed thanks to the generous spirit 
spread throughout the community.   
“When it comes to the many forms 
of public service, our gifts of time, 
talent and treasure, regardless of our 
social or economic status, can make 
a difference. And sometimes, just our 
act of giving becomes our very own 
gift.” said Jennifer Brunner, Ohio 
Secretary of State, in a recent email.   
    Without a doubt, Greater Cincin-
nati spread gifts of  “good tidings for 
Christmas and a Happy New Year”!   
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Kevin Thornberry, a volunteer 
from Toyota, hugs a girl whose 
parents received a food basket 
during the Christmas food distri-
bution at the St. Vincent de Paul 
Outreach Center in the West End. 
Photo provided by St. Vincent de Paul 

Kids in the Y’s Afterschool Kids Program open gifts from “holiday elves”.                      
Photo provided by YMCA Greater Cincinnati. 


