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meeting). Troop Leader Hailey-Smith wanted 

to stretch and expand our girls’ exposure to the 

greater Girl Scout community. So she encour-

aged our Studio 2B girls to become members 

of CSA which consists of ALL Studio 2B Girl 

Scouts in the Western Ohio region. An appre-

hensive crew attended, quietly observing, 

learning what they could and then heading 

home.  

   Mrs. Hailey-Smith envisioned more. This 

year our girls were encouraged by Mrs. Hailey

-Smith to run for elected office in the Western 

Ohio CSA organization.  Five of our girls 

bravely stood up, put their names in the run-

ning for the offices they were interested in, 

they had to stand up with each CSA person 

running for that same office and tell everyone 

who they are, the office they were running for 

and why they wanted it. Well to our delight 4 

out of 5 girls won! Our beautiful girls are 

stretching out to be a bigger part of the scout-

ing regional community and they are doing so 

in leadership roles! God is good!!!  But there’s 

more. We [LHMBC] have the ONLY African 

American Troop that participates in this re-

gional organization. 

   Our Girl Scouts meet the high expectations 

of scouting life and learn life lessons along the 

way.  The overall goal of Girl Scouts at 

LHMBC is to build strong Christian women. 

They use biblical and scouting techniques 

together to build strong character, self confi-

dence and provide education in life skills. The 

demonstration of that learning can be seen 

through the events they participate in, commu-

nity service, and personal growth and develop-

ment.  Some of the activities to demonstrate 

learnings are camping, setting goals and work-

ing hard to reach them through cookie sales, 

participation in regional scouting  opportuni-

ties, and more. 

 

To learn more about the LHMBC Girl Scouts 

Troop 590, contact Vera Hailey-Smith at 

Vera.hailey-smith@emcbc.doe.gov or call 

(513) 300-7175.  

   I wonder how many of you think you know 

who the Lincoln Heights Missionary Baptist 

Church (LHMBC) sponsored Girl Scouts 

Troop is? You do? Think again! This troop is 

making waves in the church and in the com-

munity, growing rapidly with their member-

ship tripling in one year, and making history 

by achieving the highest honor possible for 

grades 10-12 —The Girl Scout Gold Award! 

These young ladies and their amazing troop 

leaders and volunteers are working hard, 

blazing new trails and they invite all of us to 

come along for the ride. 

   The Girl Scout Gold Award® presented by 

the Girls Scouts of South West Ohio is the 

highest award that a Girl Scout 14-18 may 

earn.   For many, the leadership skills, organ-

izational skills, and sense of community and 

commitment that come from "going for the 

Gold" set the foundation for a lifetime of 

active citizenship.  Myeshia Barnes has made 

the LHMBC family as well as her Girl Scout 

Troop very proud in completing all of the 

requirements to receive the Girl Scout Gold 

Award. Troop Leader, Vera Hailey-Smith 

beams as she describes her pride and admira-

tion for Myeshia achieving this goal. 

   Mrs. Hailey-Smith has worked with Mye-

shia over the years, watching her grow, blos-

soming from a little girl into a mature young 

lady. She started as a Brownie, and now she 

leads and runs scout meetings by herself. One 

of her goals is to become a scout leader and 

plans to return after school to join Troop 590 

as a Leader. Myeshia has emerged with self-

confidence, demonstrates leadership in all 

that she does, and has shown her determina-

tion to achieving her goals.  Myeshia pre-

sented to the Gold Award Committee her 

project proposal, work completed to date, and 

total hours earned through volunteerism and 

service to the troop and the community 

across various scouting categories.  Mye-

shia’s project - initiate a recycle program for 

the LHMBC and the Lincoln Heights com-

munity.  A recycle bin was placed in the 

church parking lot with a goal of recycling 

500 pounds of paper.   Myeshia communi-

cated to the church her project and asked for 

their help - the church and the community to 

bring in their paper for recycle. After Mye-

shia completes her project, she hopes to 

get bins from Rumpke so we can continue 

to recycle paper as well as other recycla-

ble materials e.g., plastic and glass. 

   In addition to that achievement, there 

has been explosive growth for LHMBC 

Girl Scouts—Troop 590.  One year ago 

there were less than half as many girl 

scouts as there are today. Troop 590 has 

exploded to thirty four (34) scouts! It has 

literally tripled since Fall 2008.  The level 

of interest in Girl Scouts has been excit-

ing.  This is a testament to the quality of 

programming in place for our girls and a 

 

testament to the amazing work by Vera 

Hailey-Smith and her team. 

   Our LHMBC Girl Scout Troop 590—

Studio 2B girls are members of CSA: 

Cadet Senior Ambassadors Council 

(every 3rd Sunday there’s a regional 
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Members of Girl Scouts Troop 590 

Myeshia Barnes has made the LHMBC 

family as well as her Girl Scout Troop very 

proud in completing all of the require-

ments to receive the Girl Scout Gold 

Award.  


