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Observatory Outreach Astronomer 

and a guest host of the PBS television 

series Star Gazers, tells About-

GreaterCincinnati.com.  “We want to 

spread our reach across the Tri-state.” 

   Spread their reach indeed!  Future 

Galileos is an impressive, astronomy 

outreach effort of the Cincinnati Ob-

servatory Center.  Since the program 

began in 2009, 60 telescopes have 

been awarded to 60 individuals/teams 

who have conducted close to 350 pro-

grams reaching 15,000 people across 

the Tri-state area.  Future Galileos 

through formal and informal events 

have shared their telescope in the 

classroom, nursing homes, at  

   Want to look into the heavens 

above to get a better, closer view and 

learn about the wonders of the uni-

verse?  Want to win a telescope?  

Want free training on how to use it?  

Interested in sharing what you learn 

about the stars (not the ones in Hol-

lywood!) with others?  Astronomy 

novice or not, here is your chance to 

become a part of a great effort to do 

just that and become a part of Cin-

cinnati Telescope Town!  Apply to 

become a part of “Future Galileos”.  

What’s that? 

   The Cincinnati Observatory Cen-

ter, a historic gem located in Mt. 

Lookout and the “birthplace of 

American astronomy”, is looking for 

“star gazers” to help spread its mis-

sion to promote the study and prac-

tice of astronomy.   Through its bold 

and creative program known as 

“Future Galileos”, the Cincinnati 

Observatory Center is preparing to 

launch its next class of astronomy 

ambassadors armed with knowledge 

and a chance to win their own tele-

scope…for keeps!   “When I heard 

about the Future Galileos program, I 

knew that this would be a fantastic 

opportunity for me to be able to 

bring astronomy to my students and 

the community.” said Brittnee 

Lydy an  8th grade science teacher 

at the Dayton Regional STEM 

School and who won a telescope 

as a graduate of the Future Gali-

leos class of 2010. 

   In 2011, thanks to a 3 year edu-

cational grant from the National 

Aeronautics and Space Admini-

stration (NASA), twenty individu-

als/teams will be chosen to join 

the ranks of other Future Galileos 

in their quest to share the world of 

astronomy across the Tri-state and 

win their own telescope.  

“Looking up there in the heavens, 

you are connected to something 

bigger.” Dean Regas, Cincinnati 
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Graduates of the Class of  2010 Future Galileos with their telescopes.                               
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neighborhood and church events, and 

more.   “It’s a cool tool…it’s great to 

look at the sky and learn about some-

thing that is so fascinating.” said Pat 

Eastin, a 4th grade teacher at Even-

dale Elementary, who is a graduate 

of the Future Galileos class of 2010. 

“It makes astronomy accessible to 

the everyday person…you don’t 

have to be a science genius to win 

one or use one.” 

   Future Galileos is on track to reach 

its year 2012 goal to award 100 qual-

ity telescopes (which by the way 

are portable, easy to breakdown/

setup, and measure 5 feet long 

and 8 inches in diameter) and pro-

vide training for 100 individuals/

teams to become astronomy am-

bassadors and further astronomy 

education in the Cincinnati area.  

From educators to scout troops, 

libraries to park groups, or indi-

viduals with an interest, the Fu-

ture Galileos application process 

is open to anyone - as long as you 

are at least age 16 and live in 

Ohio, Kentucky, or Indiana.  If 

selected to participate in the pro-

gram, other requirements include 

completing mandatory training on 

telescope setup/use and conduct-

ing 3 public star gaze events.  Af-

ter successfully meeting program 

requirements, graduates will be 

awarded their telescope at a cere-

mony set for September 9, 2011. 

    “I can say that I have learned 

SO much about stars and it’s only 

the tip of the iceberg.” said Pat 

Eastin.  “It’s great to hear the 

‘oohs’ and ‘aaahs’ from people 

when they get a close up look at 

the moon or see the rings of Sat-

urn for the first time…as they say 

in the commercial…it’s price-

less!” 

   So, what are you waiting for?  

Don’t miss your opportunity to 

join the Future Galileos and become 

a part of this exciting experience.  

For a complete list of requirements, 

obtain an application, and to learn 

more about the program, visit 

www.cincinnatiobservatory.org or 

contact Dean Regas at 513-321-

5186.  Deadline to submit an applica-

tion is March 31, 2011. 
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Pat Eastin (far left) is a 2010 
graduate of Future Galileos.  In 
addition to teaching her 4th grade 
students, she has held community 
star gazing events in Kennedy 
Heights, Pleasant Ridge, and Madi-
sonville.  Said Eastin, “You can’t 
win if you don’t apply .”  

Brittnee Lydy (center) is a 2010 
graduate of Future Galileos and 
concentrates on providing star gaz-
ing events in the Dayton, OH area.  
Said Lydy, “I’m very glad I applied 
and I’m really looking forward to 
using my telescope with my stu-
dents.”  


