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houses in the communities of East 

End, Price Hill, Northside, Madison-

ville, Hartwell/Carthage, College 

Hill, Covington, KY, Avondale/

Evanston and Bellevue/Dayton, KY.   

    Paint the Town is just one of Give 

Back Cincinnati’s efforts.  On an 

annual basis, Give Back Cincinnati 

coordinates dozens of large-scale 

volunteer and civic engagement ac-

tivities, as well as social events.  In 

addition, the organization partners 

with local and regional nonprofits to 

broaden the scope of their impact 

outside the Cincinnati community.   

    For example, Give Back Beyond 

Cincinnati, a program offered 

through Give Back Cincinnati, offers 

service travel three times a year, a 

unique opportunity for local young 

professionals to form a team, organ-

ize, and execute a trip to affect those 
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Nearly 1,000 volunteers painted 40 houses 
over one weekend during Give Back Cincin-
nati’s Paint the Town 2011!  Over 10 years, 310 
homes have been painted and “rejuvenated 
with a little TLC”. 
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hoods to paint owner-occupied 

homes for those physically or fi-

nancially unable to do the work 

themselves. Neighborhoods, cho-

sen through a competitive process, 

saw select homes, sponsored by 

local businesses, get painted at no 

cost to the home owners.   

    “My house looks great!” and “I 

can not thank you enough.” were 

phrases commonly heard through-

out the weekend. Homeowners 

heartfelt appreciation, volunteer 

smiles, excitement, and having a 

little fun were the backdrop to an-

other successful year.   

    Paint the Town’s ultimate goal? 

Not only improve the appearance 

and value of each of the homes, 

but to impact the overall commu-

nity.  Now having completed its 

tenth year, Give Back Cincinnati’s 

Paint the Town has painted 310 

    What began in the year 2000 with 

a small group of friends desiring to 

give back to their community has 

grown to approximately 5,000 mem-

bers (representing 400 companies) 

providing young people in Cincinnati 

with an outlet where they can have 

fun, meet people, and give back to 

their community - all at the same 

time!  Offering "guilt free" volunteer 

opportunities with a social twist is 

the aim of Give Back Cincinnati, a 

nonprofit organization which attracts 

members ages 18-35 who live and/or 

work in the Cincinnati and surround-

ing communities.  Give Back Cincin-

nati’s mission - “enhance our com-

munities through engaging young 

volunteers and developing leaders by 

providing unique community en-

gagement opportunities”.  

    And that they are doing… with 

enthusiastic volunteering, commu-

nity engagement, and fun! Through 

Give Back Cincinnati, open minds, 

positive mindsets, dedication, and 

sharing the news of the group’s good 

works is making a difference. 

    In June 2011, Paint the Town, 

Give Back Cincinnati’s largest vol-

unteer event, celebrated its 10th anni-

versary painting 40 houses in Belle-

vue and Dayton, KY.  Despite the 

rainy weather over a weekend in 

June, 40 houses in the two communi-

ties received a fresh coat of paint as 

nearly 1,000 volunteers lent a hand 

in the effort to paint houses and 

“rejuvenate [the houses] with a little 

TLC”.  Under the leadership of ex-

perienced team leaders, volunteers 

worked within the targeted neighbor-
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in need beyond Cincinnati.  “With 

service travel, I believe that I will al-

ways get more than I give.” said a 

participant in Give Back Beyond Cin-

cinnati.   

    The trips engage local volunteers in 

a rigorous, week-long volunteer pro-

ject to serve others in a foreign coun-

try or other region of the United 

States and the experience of a differ-

ent culture.  Working with partners 

like Habitat for Humanity, Give Back 

Beyond Cincinnati members volun-

teering has taken them to Xela, Guate-

mala; Beius, Romania; and 

Kyekyewere, Ghana.  To date, Give 

Back Beyond Cincinnati has taken 

457 volunteers volunteering 16,038 

hours across 4 continents!   

    In 2011, more than 100 people have 

registered to Give Back Beyond Cin-

cinnati for service travel trips building 

homes and hope in Guatemala, 

Vietnam, and New Orleans (LA).  

An annual excursion with rotating 

service areas, volunteers are now 

planning and preparing for 2012!  

    Service travel extends to the 

U.S. as well.  Give Back Beyond 

Cincinnati has not forgotten about 

the lingering needs of New Or-

leans.  On Saturday, July 23, Give 

Back Beyond Cincinnati volun-

teers travel to New Orleans to con-

tinue New Orleans’ rebuilding.  

From July 23rd-30th, volunteers 

sweat equity, a hands on response, 

will be visible as volunteers will be 

on the ground to rebuild due to the 

devastation of Hurricane Katrina 

that still remains.  Give Back Be-

yond Cincinnati has committed to 

a minimum of 5 years of service 

travel to the gulf region.  As the 

program has continued, it has 

grown from 46 people in 2006, to 80 

in 2007, to 120 in 2008, to 123 in 

2009 spreading “that Natti Love in 

the Big Easy”.  

    Besides large one day or service 

travel oriented volunteering, Give 

Back Cincinnati’s impacts extends to 

civic engagement too.  Through civic 

engagement efforts involving 

“sounding sessions” and “community 

immersions” covering topics like 

urban renewal and learning about 

specific neighborhoods like Over-the

-Rhine, members are given opportu-

nities to “confront some of Greater 

Cincinnati's larger underlying issues 

and get involved in making a 

change”.  It gives members a chance 

to delve more into a topic, learn, and 

determine how they can best get in-

volved and make an impact within 

Greater Cincinnati.      

    Opportunities to get involved with 

Give Back Cincinnati are numerous 

and clearly member driven.  Whether 

you Paint the Town, participate in 

service travel, engage in civic 

minded opportunities or any of the 

other numerous activities, your level 

of involvement is up to you.  And 

there are no joining fees!  Member-

ship is made up of individuals from a 

variety of vocations in the Cincinnati 

area who are interested in “ volun-

teering their time and energy toward 

community beautification initiatives, 

all while having fun and meeting 

others who share similar interests”. 

That’s it! 

   So, to learn more about how Give 

Back Cincinnati aligns with your 

social and philanthropic objectives, 

how to get involved, and upcoming 

events , visit their website 

www.givebackcincinnati.org . 
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Kids’ Olympics (pictured), one of over 15 events, is another of the annual 
events presented by Give Back Cincinnati.  Making an impact right 
here at home, Kids’ Olympics, a fun filled event for kids in grades 1—
5, focuses on engaging with kids.  The next Kids’ Olympics is July 16th 
at the Madisonville Recreation Center. Over 100 volunteers are 
needed to help with games, crafts, and more.  Lunch, DJ, and other 
entertainment is sure to make this a memorable event!  Register at  
www.givebackcincinnati.org . 


