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mer Peace Corps Volunteers who 
were both advocates and survivors. 
Our mission was simple – make the 
system work for survivors. No 
more blame. No more shame. 
Few other American institutions 
are as well-respected as the Peace 
Corps, so this task to uncover a 
flaw in the system wasn’t easy. 
Some people criticized us and were 
concerned that discussing this issue 
would tarnish the organization. 
Peace Corps is a great organization 
that does honorable work around 
the world. My colleagues and I 
know this – we merely wanted to 
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of their countries as quickly as 
possible. 
   My American dream was to 
change the system to support sur-
vivors. I wanted Peace Corps to 
be known for its support of survi-
vors of sexual violence. I saw 
Peace Corps emerging as a leader 
in women’s rights and spreading 
support for women in the dozens 
of countries where it has volun-
teers stationed. 
   The first step in my American 
dream was to start an organiza-
tion, First Response Action, and 
gather a committee of fellow for-

Casey Frazee, who works for the YWCA 
of Greater Cincinnati and is a facilitator 
at Women Writing for a Change, turned 
a personal tragedy into triumph that will 
change lives.  Her action has led to the 
passage of legislation that changes how 
the Peace Corps responds to sexual vio-
lence.  Giving voice to “I can”, she 
shares her story of making a difference 
with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  
 
   I am proof of the American dream. 
Not in the house-in-the-suburbs-two-
point-five-kids-two-car-garage kind 
of way, but that I was so passionate 
about making something happen and 
I did it. 
   In 2009, I was sexually assaulted as 
a Peace Corps Volunteer in South 
Africa. It has proven to be the most 
devastating experience of my life. 
The tablecloth of my life was ripped 
out from under me before I was fin-
ished with the meal. 
   What followed the assault itself 
was a winding trail through the inner 
workings of a complex government 
system that had proven over its 50-
year history to be classically unsup-
portive of survivors. Peace Corps had 
no global policy on how to effec-
tively respond to and manage rape 
and sexual assault. Many survivors 
were blamed, shamed and pushed out 

Prior to receiving a redlined copy of the legislation to be signed into law, Ca‐
sey Frazee (third from left) shakes hands with Ileana Ros‐Lehtinen, member 
of Congress and Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
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make it better for everyone, includ-
ing those who experience sexual 
violence. 
   Most people supported our mis-
sion. Women and men who were 
survivors of sexual violence in 
Peace Corps came out of the wood-
work to share their experiences 
with us. I was humbled by the sup-
port we received from members of 
Congress like Ted Poe of Texas, 
Johnny Isakson of Georgia and 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, 
who chaired a Congressional hear-
ing about safety issues in Peace 
Corps a year ago this week. 
   Following the hearing, the mem-
bers of First Response Action and I 
worked with Congressional staffers 
on drafting legislation to support 
survivors. It was one of the proud-
est moments of my life when that 
legislation was signed into law on 
November 21, 2011, by President 
Barack Obama. 
   This legislation serves as a guide 
for Peace Corps officials to ade-
quately respond to and work with 
survivors of sexual violence in a 
compassionate and informed man-
ner. Survivors now have a frame-
work to begin their healing proc-
esses. 
   This is my American dream. 
 
Learn more about First Response Action, 
the organization formed by Casey Fra-
zee, at www.firstresponseaction.org . 
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  President Barack Obama signs into law the Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volun‐

teer Protection Act which is designed to protect Peace Corps whistleblowers 

and improve the treatment of victims of violence and sexual assault.  “It was 

one of the proudest moments of my life when that legislation was signed into 

law on November 21, 2011, by President Barack Obama.” said Casey Frazee. 

  Casey Frazee (far right) along with (pictured left to right) Natalie Adams 

(First Response Action lawyer), and Carol Clark and Jessica Smochek (both 

Returned Peace Corps Volunteer who testified at the Congressional hearings 

in 2011) receive a framed copy of the redlined legislation before it becomes 

law.  Ileana Ros‐Lehtinen, member of Congress and Chairman of the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee, presented them with the framed work.  


