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University of Vermont (UV) and 
University of South Florida (USF) 
advance to Round 2. 
    “I’m so excited.” Joyce Mitchell 
of Lincoln Heights (OH) shared with  
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  She 
and her husband were in the stands 
watching and cheering on their 
grandson George Fant, wearing #44 
for WKU.  “It’s wonderful so far.” 
    Fans in UD Arena and those 
watching nationally on television, 
also saw U.S. President Obama and 
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Enroute to New Orleans, the 2012 Road to the Final Four tipped off at 
The First Four at the University of Dayton Arena.  Over the 2 day tour‐
nament, a reported 17,000 were on hand to see tournament play.                                     
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half deficit – the biggest comeback 
in the last 5 minutes of tournament 
play- to beat out Mississippi Val-
ley State (MVS) and advance to 
Round 2.  Next, Iona University 
(IONA) looked to be heading to 
victory but Brigham Young Uni-
versity (BYU) didn’t give up and 
kept battling and in the end, BYU 
overcame a 25 point deficit – the 
greatest comeback ever in tourna-
ment play – to overcome Iona and 
advance to Round 2.  Capping off 
The First Four games, fans saw the 

    For the second year in a row, the 
NCAA basketball Road to the Final 
Four tipped off in Dayton, Ohio at The 
First Four played at the University of 
Dayton Arena.   Fans not only wit-
nessed tournament history but also en-
joyed a memorable experience.  By all 
accounts, it was a slam dunk! 
    “Great way to begin the tourna-
ment.” said a fan. 
    The Road to the Final Four 2012 
tipped off with the NCAA First Four 
Festival held on Selection Sunday.   
The first-of-its-kind, free, fan and fam-
ily friendly event drew a reported 
crowd of 15,000 to Downtown Day-
ton's Historic Oregon District.   The 
communitywide street party included 
big screens setup for viewing the selec-
tion show and fun for all.  Among the 
activities offered at the festival were 
family and kids' activities, 3 on 3 bas-
ketball games, and a 4-mile run.    In 
addition, music, educational displays, 
flight simulators and aircraft fly-overs 
provided by the U.S. Air Force, and 
plenty of food and beverages were a 
part of the kick off celebration for The 
First Four. 
    Then, the games, held March 13th 
and 14th, got the tournament started 
with thrilling, remarkable, historic 
comebacks.   
    First, Western Kentucky University 
(WKU) overcame a 16 point second 



 
 

 Brought to you by:  A Caring Touch, LLC  ●  Event Planning, Print Designs & Creations  ●  West Chester, Ohio   45069   ●   info@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  

  Copyright  ©  2008-2012 AboutGreaterCincinnati.com   All rights reserved. 

British Prime Minister David Cam-
eron in the stands taking in the first 
game at The First Four.  “I thought it 
was going to be wonderful for the 
Prime Minister to have a chance not 
only to see a basketball game for the 
first time but to come to the great 
state of Ohio.” President Obama said 
in an exclusive interview with CBS 
Sports announcer Clark Kellogg dur-
ing halftime of the first game of the 
2012 NCAA First Four. 
    “I’m enjoying it.” British Prime 
Minister Cameron shared  with Clark 
Kellogg during the interview.   “It’s 
pretty fast and furious.” 
    And, they weren’t the only ones 
enjoying the games!  Over two days, 
a reported 17,000 college basketball 
fans from across the country attended 
the games and cheered on their fa-
vorite teams to get March Madness 
2012 officially underway.   Also this 

year in support of the NCAA part-
nering with First Lady Obama “to 
recognize, honor and support our 
troops and their families”, 500 tick-
ets were given to families of de-
ployed personnel from Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base to attend 
the games. 
    While fans enjoyed the games 
and pre-event festivities, the city of 
Dayton, surrounding communities, 
and area businesses enjoyed the 
economic impact that came with 
The First Four.  It was projected 
that the games and the festival 
would pump at least $4 million into 
the local economy.  “Events like 
this aren't just about basketball and 
sports.” said Jeff Hoagland, Dayton 
Development Coalition at a pre-
event kickoff.  “It's about economic 
development as well."  
    Now that The First Four 2012 has 
come and gone, will the event con-

tinue to be held in SW Ohio? 
    For now, UD Arena will be among 
the basketball sites on the Road to the 
Final Four in 2013. Mark your calen-
dars for March 19th – 20th as the ac-
tion kicks off in Dayton for the third 
straight year at The First Four 2013. 
In addition that year, second and third 
round action will also be held at UD 
Arena March 21st- 24th. 
    Many are hoping that UD arena, 
which has hosted more NCAA Divi-
sion I tournament games than any 
other site in the U.S., becomes the 
permanent home for The First Four. 
While the City of Dayton, surround-
ing counties, and local business lead-
ers want Dayton to be the regular 
venue for The First Four going for-
ward, it is not set in stone that Dayton 
will host the event past 2013.   
    The NCAA is expected to bid out 
future First Four events beginning 
with the 2014 tournament.  Given the 
success to date of First Four events 
held in Dayton, the close proximity to 
second and third round tournament 
venues, and fan support from not just 
SW Ohio but across the nation, you 
can be sure an effort is underway to 
convince the NCAA men’s basketball 
site selection committee to make UD 
Arena and Dayton an ongoing venue.  
    "We love basketball. We love hav-
ing a big party.” said Nan Whaley, 
Dayton City Commissioner at a pre-
event kickoff for the 2012 First Four.  
“And we love welcoming the country 
to see how great Dayton is."  
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MARCH MADNESS TIPPED OFF IN DAYTON (OH) (CONT’D) 
 

 
 

U. S. President Barack 
Obama and British Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
were among those taking in 
The First Four 2012 at the 
University of Dayton Arena 
in Dayton (OH).   
 
This was  the second year in 
a row that The First Four 
was held in Dayton.  The 
games had a projected eco‐
nomic impact of $4 million 
on the local economy.  


