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dental services to students as well as 
nearby Head Start toddlers.   
   A partnership of collaborators is 
bringing the center to fruition.  The 
original construction of the school-
based health center was funded by a 
$500,000 grant from the Health Re-
sources and Services Administra-
tion (HRSA).  The dental center, 
which added an additional $165,000 
to the original design and construc-
tion fees, is covered by grants from 
the Health Foundation and Deacon-
ess Associations Foundation. 
   The Cincinnati Health Department 
will hire and supervise the dental 
providers, as well as cover operat-
ing costs, and Cincinnati Dental 
Society Foundation is coordinating 
volunteer dentists to provide addi-
tional services for children in the 
center.   Cincinnati Public Schools 
will provide the space rent free, and 
will pay all utilities and facility up-
keep costs.  The Children’s Oral 
Health Network and Cincinnati 
Health Department are working to 
raise an additional $197,000 to fund 
the purchase of dental equipment 
for the clinic. 
   “This is an exciting collabora-
tion…” shared Wolgin.  “We’re just 
really excited that this opportunity 
is going to be available because it 
has been a long unmet need in the 
community.” 

UNIQUE, NEW SCHOOL-BASED DENTAL FACILITY OPENING SOON  

BY BRENDA C. MCCASKILL (BRENDA@ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM) 
PHOTO PROVIDED 

August 2013 
 

Volume 6, Article 22 

ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.com 
Inform … Inspire … Impact 

Got a story idea or comment about this story?   Send an email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

lack of access to dental care for 
many of the children who need it 
the most.” 
   The Deaconess Health Check 
Dental Clinic will offer both pre-
ventive and restorative services in 
the newly-built health center.  With 
the dental facility offering four (4) 
fully-functional dental operatories 
(rooms), benefits of the new dental 
facility will range from students’ 
improved health status and access to 
care to enabling working parents to 
stay on the job.  Expected to serve 
2,000 children and teens annually, 
the center will provide year-round 

   Improving student health to promote 
community well-being is a strategic 
focus of the Health Foundation of 
Greater Cincinnati.  Since 1999, the 
Health Foundation of Greater Cincin-
nati in collaboration with a broad coa-
lition of health, education, and civic 
partners have lead a public-private 
initiative to improve access to care for 
area students by funding school-based 
health centers.     
   Slated for January 2014, the first 
and largest school-based dental clinic 
in the Cincinnati area will open as 
part of the new Deaconess Health 
Check School Based Health Center at 
Western Hills University High 
School/Dater High School.  
   With Cincinnati Public Schools hav-
ing a student population over 33,000 
of which 70% are eligible for Medi-
caid,  making it easier and more ac-
cessible to obtain dental services is 
needed.  Combining a fixed dental 
clinic with primary care in the same 
school-based clinic is viewed as a 
unique model to address student 
health concerns and hopefully prevent 
later in life health issues.    
   “The problems that have come up 
with oral health are significant in our 
community” Francie Wolgin, Senior 
Program Officer at the Health Foun-
dation of Greater Cincinnati, shares 
with AboutGreaterCincinnati.com  
“and, one of the biggest barriers is the 

Located on the west side of Cincin‐
nati, the first and largest school‐
based dental clinic in the Cincinnati 
area, opens in January 2014. 
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