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of the honorees empowering oth-
ers in all walks of life.    
   “Very honored…” Velma J. 
Morris, an honoree,  shares with 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. 
“Anything that can give others, 
and help others and push them 
along, I am always happy for.”  
Morris, an award winning, self-
taught visual artist and arts teacher 
who masters versatility and vi-
brant colors with an impressionist 
style, is a featured artist whose 
work pays tribute to the honorees.  
   The exhibition will use visual 
art, words, and programming to 
tell the impactful stories of the 

HONORING THOSE CHANGING THE WORLD RIGHT WHERE THEY ARE 

BY BRENDA C. MCCASKILL (BRENDA@ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM) 
PHOTO/GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY ANNIE RUTH 

January 2013 
 

Volume 6, Article 2 

ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.com 
Inform … Inspire … Impact 

Got a story idea or comment about this story?   Send an email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

Continued on Page 2 

hope in honoring...the multicul-
tural, this potpourri of women, we 
will begin to realize that we have 
so much great power.” 
   The exhibit features a variety of 
artwork styles by sixteen excep-
tionally talented artists whose art-
work artistically expresses the 
theme of the honoree’s legacy and 
is designed to appeal to audiences 
of all ages and backgrounds.  A 
variety of engaging community 
outreach programs, including the-
matically related lectures, discus-
sions, workshops, music, dance, 
and theater performances, aim to 
inspire through the diverse stories 

   Respect.  Believe.  Empower… is 
a glimpse into the forty powerful 
themes of Dada Rafiki:  Sisters of 
Legacy, an upcoming exhibit con-
veying “change agents lie within 
everyone of us and that we have the 
ability to change the world right 
where we are”.   
   From March 2 - May 31, 2013, 
community activity honoring the 
legacy and spirit of forty phenome-
nal, Greater Cincinnati women will 
“challenge audiences to become 
people that change the world in their 
own space and time”.   
   Annie Ruth & Eye of the Artists 
Foundation in partnership with the 
National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center present this artistic 
expression of the forty honorees.  
With the goal being to empower 
young women and the community at 
large through art, the exhibit pays 
tribute to Greater Cincinnati women, 
age 65+ who are past Dada Rafiki 
honorees and who have left their 
“footprints on Cincinnati history”.  
The exhibit is anticipated to reach 
over 25,000.   
   “It is the elders that I want to 
honor.” Annie Ruth, a renowned 
artist/arts educator and curator and 
designer of the exhibit shares with 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. “My 

The exhibit of forty phenomenal women will be on display at the Na‐
tional Underground Railroad Freedom Center March 2—May 31, 2013 . 
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dynamic women being honored.  
Some of the honorees are recogniz-
able names while others may not be 
as familiar.  The honorees - public 
servants, contemporary leaders, 
women outside the public spotlight, 
and well known community figures 
- are “a potpourri of ordinary 
women who have accomplished 
extraordinary things”. 
   “... I believe that the footprints 
we leave when they are recognized 
by someone else...we have in some 
way been very successful in what 
we have done.” Joyce Phillips 
Young, an honoree, shares with 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. 
Young, an award winning artist, 
muralist, and arts educator with a 
unique style of art expressions us-
ing rich, vibrant colors, is also a 
featured artist whose work pays 
tribute to the honorees. 
   With a focus to empower, inspire, 
and motivate audiences of all ages, 
the exhibit uses various outlets/
forms of expression.  During 
Women's History month and in as-
sociation with the international ex-
hibit "Women Hold Up Half the 
Sky”, the Dada Rafiki:  Sisters of 
Legacy runs March 2—May 31, 
2013 at the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center.  In addi-
tion, the exhibit will be enhanced 
by thematically planned programs 
– workshops, lectures, and concerts 
featuring acclaimed female musi-

cians, spoken word artists, radio 
personalities, community leaders – 
to bring life to the powerful stories 
of the honorees and spark dialog. 
   From March 4 - May 31, 2013, 
community outreach activities will 
take art to the community to cele-
brate the stories of women and 
spur community engagement 
through activity passports to vari-
ous public programs held across 
52 neighborhoods in Greater Cin-
cinnati and surrounding areas.  
Schools, community groups, faith-
based organizations, and partici-
pating venues will host programs 
designed to engage participants to 
reflect upon and discuss issues and 
themes presented in the exhibition. 
These community efforts, interac-
tive programs for students and 
adults, will be held concurrently 
with the exhibit. 

 

Learn more including where to pickup and how 
to volunteer to distribute activity passports, 
event schedule, etc, at  www.eyeoftheartists.org.   

Dada Rafiki: Sisters of Legacy honors 
all women.  Special tributes to Dr. 
Marian Alexander Spencer; Sister Helen 
Cullen, S.C.; Louise Nippert (deceased); 
Marjorie Parham; Aurora Lambert; 
Charlene Ventura; Dianne Dunkelman; 
Betti J. Hinton; Jenny C. Laster; Velma 
J. Morris; Joyce Phillips Young; Bar-
bara Gould; Betty Daniels Rosemond; 
Juline Jewel Yancy; Dr. Emma L. Hub-
ble; Gloria Parker Martin; Juanita M. 
Adams; Constance Hudson (deceased; 
under age of 65); Charlotte T. Hunter; 
Lateefah N. Kituku; Carole Rigaud; 
Cassandra Robinson; Sr. Mary Stanton, 
RSM; Marcia Caulton (deceased; under 
age of 65); Miriam West; Maria Rosa 
Arbona; LaVerne M. Briggs; Jacqueline 
A. Kinard, PhD.; Cleaster Whitehurst-
Mims; Gwendolyn R. Womack; Mary Lu 
Aft; Rosa E. Blackwell; Barbara J. Boni-
fas; Daisy Mae Johnson; Kimya Moyo, 
PhD; Eileen Cooper Reed; Gwen L. 
Robinson-Benning; Judith B. VanGinkel, 
PhD; Judge Cheryl D. Grant; and  Ju-
dith Harmony, PhD 
 

Send a highfive - printed positive message in the 
event commemorative book, to any of the honor-
ees, call 513-821-9027 (by Jan. 31, 2013).  Mini-
mum $5 donation to Eye of the Artist Foundation. 
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HONORING THOSE CHANGING THE WORLD RIGHT WHERE THEY ARE (CONT’D) 
   

Artists featured  in the Dada 
Rafiki:  Sisters of Legacy ex-
hibit are Annie Ruth, Joyce 
Phillips Young, Velma J. Mor-
ris, Melvin Grier, Jimi Jones, 
Robert O'Neal, Cynthia Lock-
hart, Brian Joiner (deceased), 
Clatties Moorer, Jacquelynne 
Johnson, Theresa Mosely, 
Helen Adams, Amanda Caw-
drey, Joyce Coleman, Char-
lotte Hunter, and Linda M. 
Chapman.  
 

Left:  Image of one of the featured 

artwork on display ‐ “Queen of 

Shaba” by Jimi Jones  
 


