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part of the “team behind the team” 
and he was in Sochi to see it all un-
fold.    
   Schaffner, also President of the 
Cincinnati based business ProtoStar 
Engineering, an engineering consult-
ing company focused on design and 
analysis of sports equipment, led the 
company’s design team of the Proto-
Star V5, a skeleton sled used by 
Team USA.  Machintek Corporation, 
a high precision machining fabricator 
business based in Fairfield (OH), 
built the metal frame of the ProtoStar 
V5.  Three athletes on Team USA 
who were in contention for medals in 
skeleton racing, competed using the 
ProtoStar V5. 
   Matt Antoine, a member of the U.S. 
men’s skeleton sled Olympic team, 
rode the ProtoStar V5 skeleton sled 
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Flakes. 
   Tweeted Goepper, “Stoked to make 
history with @guskenworthy and 
@josschristensen.” 
   And he wasn’t the only one in 
Greater Cincinnati “stoked” about 
Team USA’s medal winning efforts.  
   When some of the U. S. medal win-
ners stood on the podium and ac-
cepted their Olympic medals, there 
were others from the Greater Cincin-
nati area  - the team behind the team               
- that contributed to the medal win-
ning performances standing in spirit 
beside them. 
   Just ask Grant Schaffner, an assis-
tant professor in the University of 
Cincinnati Department of Aerospace 
Engineering and Engineering Me-
chanics.  While he didn’t compete in 
the Sochi games, his company was 

   If  you watched the 2014 Winter 
Olympics, you were among the antici-
pated television audience of 3 billion 
worldwide watching as 2,850 athletes 
from 89 countries competed in 98 
events across 15 winter sports over 17 
days of competition in pursuit of Olym-
pic glory—to bring home gold, silver, 
or bronze medals. 
   Even though you may not have real-
ized it, there was a Greater Cincinnati 
link to the Sochi games and some of the 
28 medals – 9 gold, 7 silver, and 12 
bronze—won by the U.S. Olympic 
Team, a contingent of 230 athletes. 
   What are the Greater Cincinnati ties 
to the U.S. Team’s XXII Olympics? 
   “I can't believe I just got 3rd at the 
Olympics!” tweeted Nick Goepper, a 
19-year old, professional freestyle skier 
from Lawrenceburg (IN) located 15 
minutes away from Cincinnati (OH). 
   Goepper, a first time Olympian, won 
a bronze medal in the debut of slope-
style skiing, a discipline of freestyle 
skiing and one of the 12 new sports in 
the 2014 XXII Winter Olympics.  The 
medal Goepper won in slopestyle ski-
ing, which featured tricks and jumps 
along a course laid out with ramps and 
rails, was extra special as his U.S. 
teammates – Joss Christensen and Gus 
Kenworthy – joined him on the medal 
stand by winning gold and silver re-
spectively in the same event.   
   The U.S. sweep in slopestyle skiing, 
the third podium sweep for the U.S. in 
Winter Olympics history, is celebrated 
with the trio featured on limited, spe-
cial-edition boxes of Kellogg’s Corn 

 
 

(left—right) Gus Kenworthy, Joss Christensen, and Nick Goepper 
swept the podium at the XXII Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.    
                                                                                (Photo from Nick Goepper’s Twitter page) 
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to victory in his bronze medal win in 
the men’s skeleton. 
  “We’re extremely happy and ex-
tremely proud” shared Schaffner, “of 
how far we’ve come in our relatively 
short involvement with the sport.” 
   Before the Winter Olympic Games 
even got underway, Dr. George Shy-
but, an orthopedic and sports medicine 
specialist with Wellington Orthopae-
dic & Sports Medicine in Cincinnati 
and also one of the team doctors for 
the U.S. men, women, and pairs figure 
skaters as well as the ice dancing 
teams, travelled with the team to So-
chi, Russia in advance of the Games to 
prepare.  While he did not remain in 
Sochi for the games and watched from 
his Anderson Township home, being a 
team doctor contributed to the athletes 
being at their physical best to jump, 
twist, and spin a medal winning per-
formance skating on ice.  
   Earning a spot on the podium for 
for figure skating were Meryl Davis 
and Charlie White who won gold - the 
U.S. first gold - in ice dance, and a 
team of U. S. figure skaters winning 

bronze in the first ever team figure 
skating event. 
   Also unseen on the medal podium 
but very much part of Team USA’s 
wins, Crown Plastics, based in Har-
rison, Ohio, located near Cincinnati 
and manufacturer of thin gauge 
UHMW polyethylene, is the pro-
ducer of high-tech plastic material 
used in high-end snowboards and 
skis.  The material is found primar-
ily on the bottom of snowboards, 
but can be found on the sidewall, 
and topsheet of snowboards and also 
some skis. 
   Since 2002, snowboards and skis 
manufactured with Crown Plastics’ 
high-tech material have been ridden 
to more than 22 Olympic medals.  In 
2014, six of the U.S. Olympic 
team’s gold medals were won in 
snowboard and freestyle skiing 
competition including the gold won 
by Jamie Anderson, who won the 
Olympic snowboard slopestyle us-
ing a snowboard made with Crown 
Plastics components. 
   “It’s certainly more about the rider 

than it is about materials.” Gary Eller-
horst, President and CEO, Crown Plas-
tics, tells AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  
“It’s just really great we are able to 
participate in that way, and we feel like 
that we’re an intricate part of the board 
and just to be involved with that is kind 
of fun every 4 years.” 
   Other Greater Cincinnati ties to the 
2014 Olympics include P&G.  Procter 
& Gamble, headquartered in Cincinnati 
and a Worldwide Olympic Partner, cre-
ated the P&G Family Home where ath-
letes from around the world, along with 
their family and friends while in Sochi, 
watched the games, had meals, and 
indulged in over 1,200 hours of ser-
vices including hair washing/styling, 
makeovers, manicures, hot towel 
shaves, male grooming treatments, 
linen services, and more throughout the 
games. All for FREE!   
   Others report that freelance designer 
Paul Benson, a 2005 Lakota East High 
School (West Chester, OH) graduate, 
was a designer of the two NBC primary 
studios from where Bob Costas and 
others on NBC reported from Sochi. 
   So as you can see, Greater Cincin-
nati’s presence was clearly felt and 
seen at the 2014 XXII Winter Olym-
pics.  What about in 2018?   
   With Nick Goepper’s Olympic career 
just getting started, Goepper has set his 
sights on competing in 3 more Winter 
Games over the next 12 years.  So, 
keep an eye out for him and other local 
ties in the 2018 Winter Olympics, the 
XXIII Olympic Winter Games, which 
is set to take place in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, February 9-25, 2018. 
   “As long as snowboarding and skiing 
is in there,” said Ellerhorst, “we are 
hoping to be a part of it again.” 
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Grant Schaffner (left) was in Sochi to witness his ProtoStar V5 sled de‐
sign (far right) ridden to a bronze medal by Matt Antoine of Team USA.                                                                                          
                                                                                         (Photos provided by Grant Schaffner)  


