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to the continual importance of 
elections and voting.”  
   The series kicked-off on Jan. 
2, featuring Dr. Tonya Mat-
thews, Vice-President of the 
Cincinnati Museum Center.  Dr. 
Matthews gave a historical per-
spective on the legislation, Con-
stitutional Amendments, and 
policies that collectively af-
forded African Americans the 
right to vote. The lecture was 
followed by a tour of the Amer-
ica I Am exhibit, which traces 
the imprint African Americans 
have made on history. 
    “The NAACP Movement and 
its Impact on Voting Rights” 
was the focus of the second lec-
ture held on March 29. Betty 
Richard and Elizabeth Sand-
ford, Co-Chairs of the Political 
Action Committee of the 
NAACP-Cincinnati Branch, led 
the discussions. Ms. Richard 
and Ms. Sandford shared the 

NAACP’s history with voting 
rights, as well as current initia-
tives that the organization is 
championing. The audience 
asked engaging questions and 
offered their perspectives on cur-
rent events.  Attendees were also 
given the opportunity to sign 
NAACP petitions on various ini-
tiatives. 
   The final lecture in the three-
part series features Ohio State 
Senator Eric Kearney on May 4. 
He will speak to “The 21st Cen-
tury African American Vote.” 
The lecture will take place on 
Wednesday, May 4, 6-7 p.m. at 
Drake Center – Conference 
Room D. The Drake Center is 
located at 151 West Galbraith 
Road, Cincinnati, OH 45216.  
   The lecture is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
call (513) 365-0276.        
 

   Often non-Presidential year elec-
tions see a decrease in voter turn-
out. Ohio saw a drop from nearly 
70 percent in the 2008 presidential 
election to less than 50 percent in 
2010, according to the Ohio Secre-
tary of State’s website.  
   In an effort to impact voters’ re-
turn to the polls, the two, local 
Alumnae Chapters of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated are 
working to keep a keen focus on 
“The Importance of Voting to Af-
rican Americans” through a three-
part lecture series.  
   The Cincinnati Queen City 
Alumnae Chapter and Cincinnati 
Alumnae Chapter have actively 
served the Greater Cincinnati com-
munity in public service for over 
20 years and 50 years, respec-
tively.  The three-part lecture se-
ries, presented at the Drake Center, 
is but one example of that service.  
The lecture series, which is open to 
the public, was designed to pro-
vide attendees with a voting his-
torical perspective, updates regard-
ing elections and politics, and op-
portunities to get involved in the 
political process.  
   “Citizens should never take a 
vacation from civil engagement,” 
says Deborah Ingram, member of 
the sorority’s Cincinnati Queen 
City Alumnae Chapter and Co-
Chair for the event series. “We feel 
that it is critical to draw attention 

Betty Richard, co-chair of the NAACP Cincinnati Branch Political Action Committee, 
leads discussion during second lecture series topic The NAACP Movement and its Im-
pact on Voting Rights. 


