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   The National Underground Rail-

road Freedom Center is the new 

home of Cincinnati’s last free stand-

ing, black-owned African American 

bookstore—Smith & Hannon, for-

merly located in Bond Hill. Museum 

admission is not required to visit the 

bookstore. 

   Located on the first floor of the 

National Underground Railroad 

Freedom Center, Smith & Hannon is 

Cincinnati’s destination for African 

American literature—ranging in a 

large selection of non-fiction and 

fiction titles in a wide range of gen-

res including: biographies, autobiog-

raphies, history, children and young 

adult, poetry, religion and spirituality 

and much more. In addition to new 

titles, Smith & Hannon also features 

a selection of first edition titles avail-

able for purchase. 

   “We are elated to be the new home 

of Smith & Hannon Bookstore,” says 

Dr. Clarence G. Newsome, president 

of the National Underground Rail-

road Freedom Center. “It is im-

portant that we continue the tradition 

that Mrs. Smith began in 2001, by 

providing the community with access 

to such an invaluable resource. Peo-

ple of all walks of life will be ex-

posed to the great works of many 

African American authors, as well as 

connect with up and coming au-

thors.” 

   Smith & Hannon Bookstore was 

founded in 2001 in Bond Hill by for-

mer Cincinnati educator, Joyce 

Smith. After teaching and administrat-

ing for 30 years in both public and paro-

chial schools, Smith understood the im-

portance of literacy and education in the 

African American community and, upon 

retirement, sought out to create a com-

munity space where readers of every 

age could meet to read, connect and 

gain exposure and access to African 

American literature and authors. 

   “Smith & Hannon Bookstore will con-

tinue to be an accessible resource to the 

local community at the National Under-

ground Railroad Freedom Center," says 

Joyce Smith, Smith & Hannon founder. 

"Now its reach will extend to readers of 

every age and background, extending 

the joy of reading and learning to 

a new generation of readers and 

future authors." 

    Smith & Hannon Bookstore is 

now open at the National Under-

ground Railroad Freedom Center. 

Bookstore hours are Tuesday – 

Saturday, 11: 00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. Admission to the museum is 

not required to visit the 

bookstore.  

   For more information, visit 

freedomcenter.org. 
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The Freedom Center is the new home of Smith & Hannon Bookstore. 
 

                                                              (Photo Courtesy of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AboutGreaterCincinnaticom/376174516846
https://twitter.com/AGCinspires
http://www.aboutgreatercincinnati.com/contactus3.html
http://freedomcenter.org
http://www.aboutgreatercincinnati.com/contactus3.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AboutGreaterCincinnaticom/376174516846
http://twitter.com/AGCinspires

