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Against Battering Pet Fest] a fun 
event but at the same time it’s a 
serious cause…” shared Kuchey, 
“we want people to know the 
great work that we are doing and 
we are trying to make people 
understand that animal abuse and 
domestic violence - they’re not 
that far away from each other.” 
   The connection between Do-
mestic Violence and Animal 
Abuse is stronger than you may 
think.  According to the Ameri-
can Humane Association, animal 
cruelty problems are people 
problems. When animals are 
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Helping Women, Washington 
Park, and 3CDC, Bark Out 
Against Battering Pet Fest cele-
brates furry companions while 
supporting an important cause - 
Domestic Violence and Animal 
Abuse.  Proceeds from the event, 
held annually in October which is 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, support the YWCA and 
SCPA efforts to provide protec-
tive shelter for family pets during 
a woman’s stay in shelter. To that 
end, all funds raised are donated 
directly to SPCA Cincinnati. 
   “We like to make it [Bark Out 

   The unconditional love, emo-
tional support, and comfort a pet 
provides is priceless. Did you know 
that 98% of Americans consider 
their pets to be companions or 
members of the family?   
   Interested in expanding your fam-
ily with a “furever” companion 
while supporting a great cause?  
Then, don’t miss the 4th Annual 
Bark Out Against Battering Pet Fest 
in Washington Park on October 26th 

from 11 am—2 pm. 
   “If anybody is looking to have a 
really good time and raise money 
for a great cause, it [Bark Out 
Against Battering Pet Fest 2013] 
will be a lot of fun, especially for 
pet lovers…”, Emily Kuchey, Shel-
ter Services Coordinator, Domestic 
Violence Shelter of the YWCA of 
Greater Cincinnati, shares with  
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. 
   Not your typical pet adoption 
event, Bark Out Against Battering 
Pet Fest not only finds forever 
homes for pets, but also at the same 
time raises awareness and educates 
the community on the connection 
between Domestic Violence and 
Animal Abuse.   
   Presented by the YWCA of 
Greater Cincinnati in partnership 
with SPCA Cincinnati, Women 
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abused, people are at risk.   The 
investigation of animal abuse is 
often the first point of social ser-
vices intervention for a family in 
trouble.  A reported 13% of in-
tentional animal abuse cases in-
volve domestic violence.   In ad-
dition, 71% of pet-owning 
women entering women’s shel-
ters reported that their batterer 
had injured, maimed, killed or 
threatened family pets for re-
venge or to psychologically con-
trol victims. 
   “We want to get the word out 
about the link between domestic 
abuse and animal abuse.” Kelly 
Burke, Development Coordina-
tor for SPCA Cincinnati, tells 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com. 
“… we are very excited to be 

partnering with such great or-
ganizations for this event.”  
   Since 2010, Bark Out Against 
Battering Pet Fest has been do-
ing just that – getting the word 
out about Domestic Violence 
and Animal Abuse while at the 
same time finding homes for 
adoptable pets.  Open to the pub-
lic (yes, that means bring your 
dogs too), event activities in-
clude a pet costume contest, pet 
parade, pet trick-or-treating, pet 
vendors, social services/domestic 
violence resources, food, and 
music.   
   There will also be raffles to 
win great prizes from Graeters, 
Ensemble Theater Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gar-
den, GameWorks Newport, Cin-

cinnati Reds, Newport Aquarium, 
and more.  Janeen Coyle,  co-host 
of a morning show on 103.5 
WGRR with her husband Chris, is 
the event host.  The SPCA Cincin-
nati’s mobile adoption unit will be 
onsite conducting pet adoptions 
(dog adoption fee $20). 
   New this year is a venue change.  
Larger crowds than in previous 
years are anticipated to participate 
in the fun and information sharing 
in Washington Park in downtown 
Cincinnati on October 26th.   
   The pet adoption and educational 
event has something for all ages - 
children, adults (especially pet lov-
ers and those interested in adopt-
ing a pet), and of course pets too!  
With the event being close to Hal-
loween, who knows how pets will 
be dressed in costume, and that 
should be a sight to see! Chances 
to win great raffle prizes, food, 
music, and more awaits!  
   “Great event – come on out and 
join the fun!” commented the 
YWCA of Greater Cincinnati in a 
Facebook post. 
   To learn more about Bark Out 
Against Battering Pet Fest 2013, 
sign up to volunteer, or pre-
register your pet for the costume 
contest (you can also register for 
the contest same day), contact 
Emily Kuchey at 513-487-5421 or 
email Ekuchey@ywcacin.org. 
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Creative costumes like this team dressed to take the field (football in‐

cluded) will strut their stuff at Bark Out Against Battering Pet Fest 

2013 on October 26th in Washington Park  from 11 am –2 pm.                                                
                    Photo of dogs entered in 2011 pet costume contest | Bark Out Against Battering 


