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   In Greater Cincinnati, there’s a new 
alternative for students to pursue 
Nursing, a career choice for academi-
cally strong, caring individuals inter-
ested in working in the health care 
industry. 
   Cincinnati State, one of 13 colleges 
partnering in the Ohio University 
Community Partnership program 
which provides students who earn 
applied associate degrees to earn a 
bachelor's degree from Ohio Univer-
sity, now offers students in Greater 
Cincinnati this high quality, afford-
able, and convenient option to pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in nursing.   
   By taking classes at Cincinnati State 
and online from OHIO, the bachelor’s 
degree is earned without leaving 
home! 
   “We are quite excited to be able to 
provide this opportunity for our stu-
dents,” said Jean Chappell, Dean of 
the Division of Health and Public 
Safety at Cincinnati State. 
   Ohio University and Cincinnati 
State Technical and Community Col-
lege entered into the partnership es-
tablishing a new alternative to that 
end and streamlining transfer of cred-
its, student services, and financial aid 
activities facilitating the ability to 
move easily between the two institu-
tions’ systems.     
   The agreement was signed by offi-
cials from Ohio University, a Tier 1 
institution fully accredited by the 

 

(left – right):  Dr. Deb Gearhart, Ohio University Vice Provost for eLearning 

and Strategic Partnerships, and Dr. Monica Posey, Academic Vice President 

at Cincinnati State, sign an agreement between Cincinnati State and Ohio 

University establishing affordable, accessible options for nursing students to 

pursue a bachelor’s degree.                           (Photo  provided by Cincinnati State) 

North Central Association of Col-
leges and Schools at bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral levels, and 
Cincinnati State Technical and 
Community College, which offers 
more than 100 associate degree and 
certificate programs in business 
technologies, health and public 
safety, engineering technologies, 
humanities and sciences and infor-
mation technologies and has one of 
the most comprehensive co-op pro-
grams among two-year colleges in 
the U.S. 

   “Access and affordability are keys 
for students seeking a quality higher 
education experience”,  said Deb 
Gearhart, Vice Provost for eLearning 
and Strategic Partnerships at Ohio 
University, “and this partnership of-
fers those features, while providing 
options for technical degree graduates 
to advance their education.” 
  If a student has earned or are in the 
process of completing and Associate 
Degree in Nursing from Cincinnati 
State, the partnership gives nursing 
students affordable, accessible options 
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to obtain a bachelor’s degree from 
Ohio University.  
   Students can now pursue a Bache-
lor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
degree by completing up to three 
years of higher education on Cin-
cinnati State’s campus and complete 
the remainder of academic courses 
to fulfill degree requirements either 
at an Ohio University campus or 
online learning.  
   “The BSN degree is quickly be-
coming the standard in the field, 
and this gives us a way to provide 
our students access to this degree 
with a highly respected, fully-
accredited partner that has devel-
oped a model online learning pro-
gram.” said Chappell. 
   Accredited by the Commission of 
Collegiate Nursing Education 
(CCNE), Cincinnati State students 

who have completed an associate 
degree in nursing and earned their 
RN licensure can now apply to Ohio 
University to complete a bachelor’s 
in nursing through the online RN-to
-BSN program.     
   While pursuing their bachelor’s 
degrees, students will have the op-
tion of taking some of the required 
academic courses from Cincinnati 
State while they take others from 
Ohio University. 
   With convenience and offering 
affordable tuition costs toward a 
bachelor’s degree an attractive and 
significant feature, the new program 
provides options for students who 
may not desire or are unable to relo-
cate to achieve their end goal.   
   Students in the Ohio University 
programs will pay the Cincinnati 
State tuition - $145.30 per semester 

credit hour for in-state residents, 
$290.60 out-of-state - for any courses 
taken on a Cincinnati State campus. 
Ohio residents would pay $240 per 
credit hour for courses taken online 
from Ohio University and non-
residents $243 per credit hour. 
   This is the first of the academic pro-
grams the partnership will offer.    
   Not only does the partnership estab-
lish a pathway for students to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing, but also 
the signed Memorandum of Under-
standing paves the way for the two in-
stitutions to “enter into a new dialogue 
to consider regional opportunities for 
collaboration in the delivery of pro-
grams that can expand access and op-
portunity for area students, especially 
when such collaboration could meas-
urably improve the economic future of 
a large number of local community 
residents.”  
   This opens the door to explore addi-
tional areas of study that can be com-
pleted online, and provide opportuni-
ties for Cincinnati State students who 
desire to transfer to one of Ohio Uni-
versity’s six campuses. 
   “We are pleased to be able to offer 
students whose work and family cir-
cumstances prevent them from attend-
ing classes at Ohio University’s cam-
puses” said Gearhart, “the opportunity 
to experience the academic excellence 
that is a hallmark of our bachelor’s 
degree programs.” 
   Learn more about academic pro-
grams available through the Cincinnati 
State and Ohio University partnership 
at www.ohio.edu/cincinnatistate.  
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If a student has earned or are in the process of completing and Ap‐

plied Associate Degree in Nursing from Cincinnati State, the part‐

nership gives nursing students affordable, accessible options to ob‐

tain a bachelor’s degree from Ohio University.                 (Photo | Stock image)  


