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   “I’m very proud of the fact that of 
all the cities …” said the late Dr. 
Dorothy I. Height, President 
Emerita of the National Council of 
N e g r o  W o m e n  ( N C N W ) , 
“Cincinnati has built up the Black 
Family Reunion Celebration.”  
   Dr. Height, a frequent and inspir-
ing attendee at the Cincinnati cele-
bration, shared those comments in a 
2008 telephone interview with 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.   
   In response to a documentary 
about “the vanishing black family”, 
Dr. Height spearheaded and con-
ceived the NCNW Black Family 
Reunion Celebration (BFRC).  In 
1989, Cincinnati, the second BFRC 
reunion site, held its first celebra-
tion. Fast forward to 2014, Dr. 
Height would be even prouder as the 
Cincinnati event continues to go 
strong and is the only one of 28 na-
tionwide BFR celebrations still held. 
   Now for the 26th year in Cincin-
nati, the Midwest Regional Black 
Family Reunion, a free and open to 
the public event, continues Dr. 
Height’s vision to celebrate the en-
during strengths and values of the 
African American family.  Held an-
nually the third weekend in August, 
this year’s celebration themed “We 
Are One” takes place August 15th, 
16th, and 17th at Sawyer Point and 

 

Recently at Sawyer Point, Tracey Artis, Executive Director Midwest 
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other Cincinnati venues.  One of 
Cincinnati's largest family-focused 
events, the Midwest Regional 
Black Family Reunion has drawn 
more than 50,000 patrons each 
year along Cincinnati’s riverfront. 
   “I just want people to come out 
and celebrate 26 years of this an-
nual legacy event and I hope peo-
ple spread the word” Tracey Artis, 
Executive Director, Midwest 
Black Family Reunion, tells 
AboutGreaterCincinnati.com “and 
bring their families down.  It is a 
safe place.” 

   This year’s Midwest Regional 
BFRC, presented by McDonalds and 
a host of supporting sponsors, kicks 
off on Friday August 15th at the 
Sharonville Convention Center with 
an annual Heritage Breakfast fol-
lowed by a job fair.  On Saturday 
August 16th at the Avondale Town 
Center, a parade through the Avon-
dale community, led by Grand Mar-
shal Jeffrey Blackwell, Police Chief, 
City of Cincinnati, gets the week-
end’s festivities underway.   
   On Saturday August 16th and Sun-
day August 17th, Sawyer Point be-
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comes the heart of BFRC activity 
with a host of events featuring live 
performances and entertainment, 
food, children’s pavilion, health 
pavilion, bid whist tournament, 
non-profit organizations, exhibi-
tors, spiritual pavilion, a jazz alley 
featuring local jazz artists, Family 
Feud (just like you see on TV) on 
the lawn, and more. 
   “People can bring picnic bas-
kets.” shared Artis.  “People can 
just come and enjoy all of the ac-
tivities going on specifically the 
entertainment and all of the differ-
ent pavilions …”  
   In addition, Freddie Jackson, 
R&B soul singer, headlines the 
R&B concert on the Urban Stage 
on Saturday evening.  On Sunday 
August 17th, Sawyer Point trans-
forms into an open air sanctuary 
filled with praise, worship, and 
gospel music.  Grammy award-
winning gospel artist, Fred 
Hammond headlines the week-
end’s culminating Gospel concert 
that follows Sunday morning wor-

ship services in the park.  
   New this year and for the first 
time ever, the Midwest Regional 
BFRC launches an event app al-
lowing vendors to offer loyalty 
points to new customers at the 
celebration.  The free app will 
have a directory of vendor loca-
tions in the park, event times, and 
special giveaways.   
   Available to Midwest BFRC app 
users only, the unique loyalty card 
function can be used at the cele-
bration as well as throughout the 
year.  The app is available through 
the iStore, Google Play, or by se-
lecting the mobile option on your 
smartphone or tablet.  Just type in 
www.midwestbfrc.com. 
   “One of the main things we want 
to accomplish with the app is a 
way for our vendors and partici-
pants to engage with each other 
throughout the year,” said Artis, 
“because we are family year-
round not just a few days in Au-
gust.” 
   The Midwest Regional BFRC, a 
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popular, family friendly event, 
thrives because of the generosity, 
commitment, and passion of event 
organizers, sponsors, non-profit or-
ganizations, community engagement, 
volunteers, and all involved in mak-
ing the weekend celebration a suc-
cess.  The BFR staff along with hun-
dreds of people over the course of the 
celebration weekend including the 
City of Cincinnati Police insuring 
safety in the park, the God Squad - 
clergy from across the city, and inter-
ested persons, all work together to 
make the celebration a sensation. 
   “When planning events of this 
magnitude, it really does take a vil-
lage just like it takes a village to raise 
a child.” shared Artis.  
   To learn how you can get involved, 
get more event information, visit 
www.midwestbfrc.com or call 
(513) 247-0205. 
   “I am hoping that people come out 
and that when they leave the park, 
they are encouraged…” shared Artis. 
“It’s an exciting time!” 


