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pieces of silver and gold jewelry 
created by Smith and shines a light 
on “the spirit of craft” and includes 
select jewelry pieces by Smith’s 
contemporaries Sam Kramer, Mar-
garet De Patta, Harry Bertoia, and 
Alexander Calder.  The Cincinnati 
Art Museum, which offers free ad-
mission to all exhibitions, is the first 
stop of this exhibit’s national tour 
before it travels to the Dallas Mu-
seum of Art (Dallas, TX) and the 
High Museum of Art (Atlanta, GA). 
   Art Smith (1917-1982), known for 
jewelry that is dynamic in size and 
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Cincinnati Art Museum (CAM), a 
venue which features an unparal-
leled art collection of more than 
60,000 works spanning 6,000 years 
and located in scenic Eden Park.   
   The exhibition, From the Village 
to Vogue: The Modernist Jewelry 
of Art Smith, organized by the 
Brooklyn Museum of Art and spon-
sored locally by Macy’s, Inc, begins 
a national tour with a stop in the 
Queen City February 22, 2014 
through May 18, 2014.    
   Featuring over sixty pieces, the 
exhibition showcases twenty-four 

   Greater Cincinnati, a thriving arts 
community, has a host of  venues pro-
moting the area’s love and passion for 
art.  The generosity of donor sponsor-
ship, charitable giving, and philan-
thropic efforts among other sources 
contribute to art establishments being 
able to provide vibrant cultural en-
richment to keep the arts alive. 
   Two such venues, Cincinnati Art 
Museum and Gallery Salveo, provide 
access to arts for free and have up-
coming exhibitions focused on Afri-
can American artists work in a variety 
of unique and customary styles. 
   Ever thought of jewelry as a work 
of art?  Think again. 
   “A piece of jewelry is in a sense an 
object that is not complete in itself. 
Jewelry is a ‘what is it?’ until you 
relate it to the body.” wrote Art 
Smith, one of the leading modernist 
jewelers of the mid-twentieth century, 
in the 1969 catalog of his one man 
exhibition at the Museum of Contem-
porary Craft.  “The body is a compo-
nent in design just as air and space 
are.  Like line, form, and color, the 
body is a material to work with. It is 
one of the basic inspirations in creat-
ing form.” 
   Described as “a feast for the eyes of 
those who appreciate jewelry”, an 
exhibition of large scale, highly 
sculpted pieces of jewelry created by 
African American artists Art Smith 
and his contemporaries comes to the 

 
 
 

A piece on display at Cincinnati Art Museum in the exhibit From the Vil‐
lage to Vogue: The Modernist Jewelry of Art Smith which is organized by 
the Brooklyn Museum.     
 
Credit | 2007.61.15  Art Smith (American, 1917‐1982)."Modern Cuff" Bracelet, 
designed circa 1948. Silver, 1 5/8 x 2 1/2 x 4 in. (4.1 x 6.4 x 10.2 cm). Brooklyn 
Museum, Gift of Charles L. Russell, 2007.61.15.    
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form and designer of custom 
pieces like a brooch for Eleanor 
Roosevelt as well as a pair of cuff-
links for Duke Ellington, created 
pieces inspired by surrealism, bio-
morphism, and primitivism.  His 
jewelry, which dates from the late 
1940s to the 1970s, garnered cov-
erage in Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue, 
and The New Yorker.  
   The touring exhibition includes 
Smith’s most famous pieces, such 
as “Patina” (c. 1959), a necklace 
worked in silver and an example 
both of the large scale of his jew-
elry and his use of asymmetry.  
The exhibit presentation is en-
hanced by archival material from 
the artist’s estate, including 
sketches, his Greenwich Village 
shop's original sign, his tools, and 
period photographs of models 
wearing his creations. 
   Gallery Salveo, sponsored by 
Interact for Health formerly The 
Health Foundation of Greater Cin-

cinnati, is also showcasing African 
American artists but focusing on 
local artists.  
   “Each quarter, we display new 
works by local artists,” said Kate 
Keller, Vice President for Policy 
and External Relations at Interact 
for Health, a catalyst for health and 
wellness in Greater Cincinnati. “… 
this exhibition features local Afri-
can-American artists.” 
   The gallery’s latest exhibition,  
Common Surprise: Celebrating 
the Diversity of Black Artists in 
Cincinnati, features the work of 
Antonio Adams, Monique Brent, 
Cedric Michael Cox, Vince Gray, 
Jimi Jones, Marc Lambert and 
Nancy Williams. 
   The forty-seven piece exhibition 
consists of large-scale paintings; 
contemporary visual art in acrylic; 
works of art that fall between sur-
realism and representational ab-
straction; works of pointillism, a 
painting technique in which small, 

distinct dots of pure color are applied 
in patterns to form an image; paint-
ings featuring icons of jazz; futuristic 
paintings on thrown-away ceiling 
tiles; and oil paintings and “Arte 
Provera” pieces, which use rocks, 
rope, metals, trash, junk and natural 
elements. 
   “The art on exhibit shows the vari-
ety of work being done by local Afri-
can-American artists, both in terms 
of subject matter and technique,” 
said Jeff Williams, Gallery Salveo 
curator and Director of Publications 
at Interact for Health. 
   The Common Surprise exhibit, 
which offers free admission, open to 
the public, and on display through 
March 31, 2014, opens February 5th 
with a public reception at Gallery 
Salveo, a gallery setting located in 
the main area of the Interact for 
Health offices in Rookwood Tower. 
  “We absolutely love having this 
gallery in our facilities,” said Kate 
Keller.  “This is a great way for us to 
connect with the communities we 
serve, to give artists recognition they 
deserve, and to brighten our offices 
with wonderful works of art.” 
   Learn more about these cultural, 
artistic, enrichment opportunities as 
well as dates, times, and related in-
formation by contacting the exhibi-
tion venue: 
 

Cincinnati Art Museum 
visit www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org or 
call (513) 639-2995  
 
 

Interact for Health 
visit http://www.interactforhealth.org/ 

Page 2  ABOUTGREATERCINCINNATI.COM 

Got a story idea or comment about this story?   Send an email to editor@aboutgreatercincinnati.com. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN ARTISTS WORK ON DISPLAY (CONT’D) 

 

 

“Underground No. 3”, by Michael Cox is one of the featured pieces in the 
Common Surprise exhibit on display at Gallery Salveo.  (Image | Interact for Health)  


