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   On July 26, 1990 after overwhelm-

ing bipartisan support from Congress, 

President George H.W. Bush signed 

the American Disabilities Act (ADA) 

into law.   

   “Let the shameful walls of exclu-

sion finally come tumbling down.” 

President Bush declared.  

   And so the work began to create 

equal opportunities for people with 

disabilities through inclusion in the 

workplace, in schools, and in the 

community.  The world’s first com-

prehensive civil rights law protecting 

people with disabilities — ADA - was 

passed.     

   Twenty-five years later, the ADA 

has made a huge impact on the U. S. 

and left its imprint - maybe even upon 

someone you know. 

   “Millions of Americans with dis-

abilities have had the chance to de-

velop their talents and make their 

unique contributions to the world.” 

remarked U.S. President Barack 

Obama at the White House celebra-

tion of the ADA 25th anniversary.  

“And thanks to them, America is 

stronger and more vibrant; it is a bet-

ter country because of the ADA.  

That’s what this law has achieved.   

   On July 27, 2015, Cincinnati joined 

the nation in celebrating the 25th anni-

versary of this landmark legislation 

which according to the 2010 Census 

impacts the lives of approximately 

56.7 million Americans living with a 

disability. 

   “The 25th Anniversary gives us 

cause to reflect on how far we have 

come, and to look ahead to what we 

can do over the next 25 years.” Deb-

bie Moorhaus, ADA 25 Cincinnati 

event co-chair and Center for Inde-

pendent Living Options (CILO), De-

velopment Director, shared with 

AboutGreaterCincinnati.com.  “Most 

importantly, it gives us cause to cele-

brate the advancement we have made 

since 1990, and what people with dis-

abilities can do as a result of the 

ADA.” 

   After nearly a year of planning by 

representatives from thirty area hu-

man services agencies, advocates, and 

people with disabilities who have first

-hand experience about how the 

ADA has changed lives, the 

Greater Cincinnati community 

came together to kick off the silver 

anniversary celebration with an 

inaugural Disability Pride March.  

   Described as “the perfect way to 

kick off this celebration”, at least 

one hundred fifty people of all 

ages, different disabilities, and rep-

resenting a wide spectrum of or-

ganizations took part in the six 

block march from City Hall to 

Fountain Square and gave “a posi-

tive vibe” to the fact that people 

with disabilities are active in our 

community. 

   After the Disability Pride March, 

an estimated crowd of 1,000 came 
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 At least 150 people participated in the Disability Pride Walk along the 
sidewalks from City Hall to Fountain Square to kickoff ADA 25 Cincin-
nati.                                                 (Photo by Lisa Danford for Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities 
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together on Fountain Square 

throughout the festive and heart-

warming afternoon celebration with 

a variety of speakers including 

Amanda Young, Ms. Wheelchair 

Ohio USA and former Ohio Senate 

Minority Leader Eric Kearney; 

awards presented to individuals and 

organizations in addition to essay 

contest winners; entertainment by 

Steel ‘n Jon, an acoustic duo, and 

Melodic Connections, which pro-

vides music therapy to people with 

learning disabilities; and exhibitors 

offering a variety of resources and 

information. 

   “At the ADA celebration I saw 

friends I have not seen in a while.” 

shares Diana Lynn Mairose, an Ad-

vocacy Support Adviser with the 

Hamilton County Developmental 

Disabilities Services.  

   “I also learned a about accessible taxi 

cabs  and how we need them in Cincin-

nati.” said Mairose. 

   While the past 25 years have laid a 

foundation and set the pace for the 

changes that are still to come for peo-

ple with disabilities, the ADA 25 Cin-

cinnati celebration was also a call to 

action for work that still needs to be 

done to go beyond curb cuts, grab bars, 

doorway widths, and ramps.  It was an 

invitation to do even more to empower, 

include, and inspire people, both with 

and without disabilities, to realize the 

potential and value of persons with 

disabilities.  

   “It [ADA] encourages equality in 

treatment and discourages discrimi-

nation based on disability.” shares 

Dr. Kara Ayers, Advocacy and Dis-

semination Coordinator at the Univer-

sity of Cincinnati University Center for 
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Excellence in Developmental Dis-

abilities (UC UCEDD) and proud 

of her identity as a person with a 

disability.  “There are still sev-

eral areas not explicitly cov-

ered in the ADA, including 

parenting. Enforcing the ADA 

is also challenging. As advo-

cates and allies, we still have 

work to do!”   

    As cited in the 2010 Census, 

people with disabilities bring 

unique sets of skills to the work-

place, enhancing the strength and 

diversity of the U.S. labor market 

and that they make up a signifi-

cant market of consumers, repre-

senting more than $200 billion in 

discretionary spending and spur-

ring technological innovation and 

entrepreneurship. 

   "… the ADA is about every-

one... the ADA is about freedom, 

full inclusion, and the right to par-

ticipate in their community,” 

shared Brady Sellet, a young adult 

with a disability living in the 

community and Self Advocacy 

Representative for UC UCEDD, 

“and to be counted as a valid indi-

vidual who has thoughts, ideas, 

and feelings and whose life mat-

ters.” 
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Melodic Connections sings “Uptown Funk” to a crowd at the ADA 25 
Cincinnati celebration on Fountain Square.     

                                                (Photo by Lisa Danford for Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities Services) 
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