
Pavilion in Northern Kentucky, 
raises money for the emergency 
financial assistance program.   
Said Felicia Thompson, Presi-
dent of Sisters Network Cincin-
nati, co-founder, wife, and 
mother of four, “… the work we 
do in the community to educate 
and empower women is actually 
working...and that we individu-
ally and as an organization pos-
sess the power to positively im-
pact the lives of women”. 

Sisters Network Cincinnati has 
been and continues to make an 
impact.  “Stop the Silence”, the 
national slogan of Sisters Net-
work, Inc., and its affiliate chap-

As you go About Cincinnati, no 
doubt you’ve probably seen people 
helping one another spark inspira-
tion.  A spark of inspiration that you 
may not be aware of is Sisters Net-
work Cincinnati (SNC), a local, 
non-profit, volunteer operated, Afri-
can American women’s breast can-
cer survivorship organization and an 
affiliate chapter of the national Sis-
ters Network, Inc.   Sisters Network 
Cincinnati, a source of inspiration, 
empowerment, and education, was 
founded in 2004 by six inspiring, 
African American women – Andrea 
Ice, Grace Wilson, Jocelyn Whit-
field-Roper, Debbie Boone-Greene, 
Felicia Thompson, and Connie Hud-
son.  These women, each with their 
own personal breast cancer journey, 
envisioned being a resource to other 
African American women affected 
by breast cancer and turned that 
vision into reality.  Today after four 
years of outreach to over 750,000 
women across Greater Cincinnati 
and other locations, their mission 
continues to be “committed to in-
creasing local and national attention 
to the devastating impact that breast 
cancer has in the African American 

community”. 

 Make no mistake, breast cancer 
impacts people of all back-
grounds.  But, the mortality rate 
of African American women 
with breast cancer is higher than 
other affected groups.  Breast 
cancer, reported as the second 
leading cause of death among 
African American women, is 
viewed as more aggressive in 
African American women.  That 
is why organizations like Sisters 
Network Cincinnati actively 
encourages participation in re-
search to find a cure and works 
diligently to educate and em-
power African American women 
about breast cancer.  In 2007, 
Sisters Network Cincinnati’s 
outreach initiatives indirectly 
and directly reached over 
150,000 people in Greater Cin-
cinnati.  Since 2006, Sisters 
Helping Hands, a Sisters Net-
work Cincinnati signature breast 
health education program, has 
educated more than 2,000 minor-
ity women on breast cancer early 
warning signs, risk factors, and 
the importance of receiving 
mammograms to aid in early 
detection of breast cancer.  In 
April 2008, Sisters Network 
Cincinnati unveiled its newest 
initiative, Sisters Giving Help 
and Hope Financial Assistance 
Program, which provides one-
time emergency financial assis-
tance to breast cancer patients 
living in Greater Cincinnati who 
are facing a financial crisis.  In 
addition, fundraisers like the 
Pink and Black Gala, to be held 
November 14, 2008 at the Drees 
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Sisters Network Cincinnati is a source of inspira-
tion and hope.  Recently at the fourth annual “A 
Tea for Two” held April 12, 2008 at the Kingsgate 
Marriott, breast cancer survivors were honored.  
The luncheon included a moving and inspirational 
candle lighting ceremony which recognized all 
breast cancer survivors in attendance and the 
number of years they have survived. 

In 2004, six inspiring women embarked on a 
journey to bring attention to breast cancer and 
its’ impacts on African American women and 
founded Sisters Network Cincinnati.  Since its’ 
founding, over 750,000 women across Greater 
Cincinnati and other locals have been exposed 
to Sisters Network Cincinnati’s breast cancer 
outreach.   Sisters Network Cincinnati cofound-
ers (pictured bottom to top of stairs):  Andrea 
Ice, Felicia Thompson (current president), 
Jocelyn Whitfield, Grace Wilson, and Deborah 
Green-Boone;  not pictured Connie Hudson; 



ters, is key to Sisters Network Cin-
cinnati’s efforts to bring awareness 
to breast cancer and encourage Afri-
can American women to talk, share, 
and get involved in research to find 
a cure for breast cancer.  “Speaking 
openly about having had breast can-
cer allows me and other members of 
Sisters to put a face on breast can-
cer...not just any face but beautiful 
black faces...it helps remove the 
stigma within the black commu-
nity associated with the diagnosis 
and let's other women realize a diag-
nosis of breast cancer is not a pun-
ishment or a death sentence.”, said 
Felicia Thompson.    

That is why Sisters Network, Inc., 
and its’ affiliate chapters like Sisters 
Network Cincinnati, partnered with 
The Sister Study Breast Cancer Re-
search in a 10 year, national study of 
women whose sisters have or had 
breast cancer.  Launched in 2004, 
The Sister Study (to learn more visit 
www.sisterstudy.org  or call toll free 
1-877-4SISTER), conducted by the 
National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences (one of the National 
Institutes of Health of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices), will follow at least 50,000 
women (from different back-
grounds, generations, geographical 
locations, various racial and ethnic 
groups, etc.) over a 10 year period 
to see how environment and genes 
affect breast cancer.   So far, a total 
of 48,000 women are enrolled and 
of that number, 4,300 African 
American women are taking part.  
Sisters Network Cincinnati is lend-
ing its voice to The Sister Study by 
encouraging African American 
women’s participation in the study 
to enable researchers to get a better 
understanding of the causes of 
breast cancer, especially when look-
ing at diversity.   More African 
American women are needed to 

participate in the study.  Said An-
drea W. Ice, a three-time breast 
cancer survivor, co-founder of 
Sisters Network Cincinnati, and 
whose biological sisters are par-
ticipating in this research, ““...we 
must be willing to have family 
members no longer hide health 
issues that have affected family 
members throughout the years.  
Only through sharing their health 
history with other members can 
each person be more pro-active 
about their health.”  

 

 Sisters Network Cincinnati is 
putting an African American face 
on breast cancer and conveying a 
message of hope, empowerment, 
and inspiration.  Through Sisters 
Network Cincinnati, a dedicated 
and totally volunteer operation, a 
difference is being made in the 

life of someone touched by breast can-
cer.  From being a good listener and 
sounding board, to connecting people 
to resources, to promoting breast can-
cer awareness, to being an advocate 
for the cause, to raising much needed 
funds to carry out the organization’s 
vision, Sisters Network Cincinnati’s 
impact is felt as the organization pro-
motes breast health through inspira-
tion, support, empowerment, and edu-
cation…”sister to sister”.   
 

Want to learn more about, get in-
volved with, or contact the Sisters 
Network Cincinnati?  Visit 
www.sistersnetworkcincy.org.   

 

Have comments about or story ideas 
for About Greater Cincinnati?   
Email us with your thoughts at 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com . 

�"#) *#�� )3�*4��",.",,�)"�'.�,)5+2�

��6 ��� �	%��&������������������

Brought to you by:     A Caring Touch, LLC     �  Event Planning and Specialized Services  �    West Chester, Ohio   45069    �    513-779-1128    

  Copyright  ©  2008   About Greater Cincinnati   All rights reserved. 

Sisters Network Cincinnati’s outreach is felt throughout Greater Cincinnati.  (pictured 
above) Annually, supporters get energized for the Annual Gift for Life Block Walk, which is 
a breast cancer survivor led walk which canvases local neighborhoods in the Cincinnati tri-
state area to distribute door-to-door breast health information. 


