
 Thanks to a generous gift 
from two long time friends of 
Beech Acres Parenting Cen-
ter, a Foster Parent Apprecia-
tion Night, which included 
dinner and awards set to a 
backdrop of music provided 
by Que Dee Productions and 
heartfelt thanks from those 
close to the foster parents, 
was held at the Vernon 
Manor.  Said Harriett 
Richardson, a foster parent 
along with her husband 
Grady, who both were recog-
nized for 10 years of foster 
parenting, “I feel that not 
only the affirmation of re-
ward, that Beech Acres goes 
out of its way to give us this 
celebration – it’s a form of 
fellowshipping and meeting 
foster parents that may be in 
different areas, to get to meet 
and exchange information on 

Passionate.  Nurturing.  Resilient.  
Loving.   Everyday people who are 
everyday heroes and sheroes in the 
eyes of a child.  These are just a 
few descriptors that come to mind 
when describing those who play a 
key role in the life of helping a 
non-biological child in their care 
realize their [the child’s] potential.  
Another descriptor is foster parent.   

 

 Foster parents, take a bow!  May 
2008, as proclaimed by Gov. Ted 
Strickland, is Foster Care Month in 
Ohio.  “Change a Lifetime”, the 
theme for Foster Care Month, 
speaks volumes to the importance 
of foster parents and their very im-
portant contribution to the life of a 
child.   As stated in the State of 
Ohio Foster Care Month proclama-
tion executed May 1, 2008, 
“Currently, 12,100 foster and kin-
ship families provide safety, secu-
rity, and stability to Ohio’s 17,702 
children in need of foster care.  
Kinship and foster families play a 
vital role helping children and 

families heal and reconnect.”  
The dedication of foster par-
ents to make a difference in 
the life of a child and their 
families is commendable and 
applauded.  For their [foster 
parents] invaluable service to 
a child, “thank you”!   

  

Beech Acres Parenting Center 
(BAPC) understands the in-
valuable service of foster par-
enting and since 1975 has 
served over 3000 children in 
BAPC foster care programs.  
The BAPC foster care staff, 
with over 120 years in social 
work experience, continue 
their focus to provide quality 
services for children and 
families, working with foster 
parents to have a positive im-
pact on a child, and outreach 
to the community to build 
awareness of the importance 
and needs of foster care.  On 
May 15, 2008, Beech Acres 
Parenting Center, a local non-
profit offering parents guid-
ance and support with the 
ultimate goal of strengthening 
parents' ability to raise chil-
dren who achieve their 
unique potential, said “thank 
you” to foster parents during 
a celebration of those cur-
rently involved with the 
Beech Acres Parenting Cen-
ter’s Treatment Foster Care 
Program.    
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the inspiring...the unique...the notable 
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(pictured left to right) Beech Acres Parenting 
Center foster parents Ann Hill (15 year service 
award) and foster parents Harriett and Grady 
Richardson (both 10 year service award) were 
among the foster parents honored at the BAPC 
Foster Parent Appreciation Night.  

Beech Acres Parenting Center foster 
parent Midge Griffin receives her 20 
years of service award from her former 
foster child, Travina Hogue.  



what they feel and are doing. 
Something they’re doing you can 
incorporate into your daily par-
enting of foster children.” 

 

 BAPC foster parents are making 
a difference.  Currently, BAPC 
foster parents range in age from 
29 to 77.  In addition, BAPC fos-
ter parents combined have over 
200 years experience in provid-
ing foster care.  Spanning from 
the youngest foster parent of 3 
years foster parent experience to 
the more senior foster parent of 
over 20 years experience, their 
longevity is phenomenal and is a 
testament to foster parenting 
commitment and perseverance.  
If asked why they choose to be a 
foster parent, one will likely hear 
“we are in it because of the love 
for kids”.  Said Julie Knueven, 
BAPC Program Manager for 
Treatment Foster Care, “The fos-
ter parents are incredible. What 
they do every day astounds me. 
 Their patience, their knowledge 
and what they will do for chil-
dren never ceases to amaze me.” 

 

 Despite the challenges faced, 
hours of training, home visits, 
and the increased regulation of 
the foster care system, foster par-
ents are continuing their efforts 
to make a positive impact on the 
life of a child.   But, more fami-
lies – single parents, married 
couples, positive male and fe-
male role models, diverse indi-
viduals, especially African 
American, - are needed “to open 
their homes to care, restore, and 

offer help to children whose 
families are in crisis”.  Said 
Gloria Rodriguez-Milord, 
BAPC Program Leader for 
Treatment Foster Care, “I have 
worked in foster care and 
adoptions for almost 30 years 
and hope that I will see the day 
when Families will be waiting 
for Children, not children wait-
ing for families.”   

 

 BAPC foster parents speak 
warmly of actively being a part 
of helping a child realize 
his/her potential.  While being 
a foster parent has its’ chal-
lenges, it is very inspiring and 
notable the efforts of foster 
parents and that appreciation 
of foster parents, everyday he-
roes and sheroes, is shown 
publicly. The appreciation is 
not just during national Foster 

Care Month but year round.  To 
foster parents everywhere, “thank 
you” for your generosity to share 
yourself, your home, and ulti-
mately your love with a child – 
tomorrow’s future!   

 

 To learn more about Beech Acres 
Parenting Center and its’ programs 
and services, visit 
www.beechacres.org� 

 

 

 

Have comments about  this article or 
other story ideas for About Greater 
Cincinnati?    

 

Email us with your thoughts at 
Brenda@AboutGreaterCincinnati.com . 
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(pictured left to right) Beech Acres Parenting Center foster parent Ramona Jones, Diane 
Jordan-Grizzard, Chief Operating Officer at Beech Acres Parenting Center, and foster parent 
Zenobia Jones were among those attending BAPC’s Foster Parent Appreciation Night.  


