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A 
lisha Rice didn’t know what to 
expect. She had heard there 
was a new club for girl’s her 
age and that sounded good. 

“My teacher told me about a new club 
that was forming after school  and she 
thought I would be a good fit for it,” says 
Alisha. “I had no idea then that I would 
have so much fun,  see so many things, 
and meet such nice ladies, “ Alisha adds. 

Alisha was one of 16 girls that were part 
of the inaugural Girls Club at Hoffman 
Elementary in 1998 .  The clubs were 
founded as a means to mentor young 
girls in a group setting and expose them 
to opportunities and experiences that 
they might not otherwise get. 

Alisha now 19 and attending University 
of Cincinnati pursuing a degree in  
architectural technology, recognizes the 
impact the club had on her.  “I didn’t 
have anything to do after school and I 
really wanted to be involved in something 
but what I didn’t realize is how much the 
club opened me up to new opportunities. 
I can remember going to Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s house for the first time. It’s right 
here in my city and I had no idea, “  
Alisha exclaims. “I’m so grateful to our 
Girls Club mentors—they were all so 
patient and kind and always made me 
feel welcome. I hope that someday I can 
be a mentor for a young girl and give 
back what has been given to me.” 

It all began 10 years ago when a diverse 
group of ten women, led by Susan Pfau, 
wanted to make a difference in the lives 
of young girls. That simple idea  
manifested into the Hoffman Fun Girls 
Club which is not only thriving today but 
has expanded to include five girls clubs 
and two for boys. Susan believes that the 
staying power is a testament to the drive 
of the volunteers. “Girls Clubs have been 
a success as a result of the hard work, 
determination and caring spirits of the 
volunteers,” says Susan. Barbara 
Bouldin, a ten year Girls Club veteran, 
adds, “Being involved with these girls 
gives me an opportunity to help children 
have experiences and opportunities that 
they might not otherwise receive.” 

Over the past ten years, dedicated  
mentors who have a passion for  

helping young girls develop and  
realize their potential, have  
volunteered over 5,400 hours  
providing encouragement, engaging 
in and organizing activities to foster 
personal development, stimulating 
team work and creativity, providing 
exposure to positive role models, 
inspiring graduation from high school 
and post high school learning  
including college or specialized  
training, strengthening self esteem, 
and helping each girl begin to realize 
her uniqueness and potential.  

Alisha just might agree with all that, “I 
can’t say for certain that Girls Club is 
the sole reason I’m where I’m at  
today but it certainly opened up new 
possibilities for me. I’m grateful to my 
mentors and certainly glad they were 
part of my life.” 

CYC After School Clubs are currently 
active in five Cincinnati Public 
Schools including Hoffman, Burton, 
Winton Hills Academy, South Avon-
dale, and Rockdale. In addition there 
is a Reading Club at Burton and  a co
-ed club for third grade boys at  
Pleasant Hill. For more information on 
After School Clubs and how you can 
get involved, contact the Cincinnati 
Youth Collaborative at 475-4148 or 
visit www.cycyouth.org. 

 

Top to bottom, left to right: Alisha Rice and Barbara Bouldin; 

Simone Bess, Susan Pfau and Jane Keller; The original Girls 

Club founders: Barbara Bouldin, Jan Shavers Calloway, Miriam 

West, Susan Pfau, Kathy Christmon, Nancy Gurney, and  

Verneda Phillips.  (Sarah Hale is missing from the photo)  

Contributing Writer: Brenda McCaskill,  
Hoffman Fun Girls Club volunteer 
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Reflections from Girls Club Mentees 

The reason I am part of 

Girls Club is to learn new 

things and try new stuff. 

 - Dezire, age 11 

I like Girls Club because I 

get to talk about my  

feelings with my mentors. 

 - Tiana, age 10 

I have fun in Girls Club. We 

laugh a lot. I also like learning 

new things on the field trips. I 

love our mentors. 

 - Mykia, age 10 

Girls Club is where I want to 

be. We do a lot of girl stuff and 

our mentors are so nice.  I feel 

like I can have fun and not 

worry about things. 

 - Toni, age 11 

John P. Parker 2005 Burton 2001 

Hoffman 2007 

Through the Years… 

Pleasant Ridge 2004 

Riverview East 2006 Winton Hills 2008 


